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Self-Marketing and Personal Branding of Journalist

Influencers as Reflected in Their Social Media Accounts:
Education Journalists on Facebook as a Model

Abstract:

The study aimed to explore how education journalists utilize social media for self-
marketing, the strategies employed in building their personal brands, and the
impact of these strategies on audience engagement and reach. To achieve this, the
study employed a content analysis of a purposive sample consisting of three
education journalists’ accounts from October 1 to December 30, 2024, alongside
in-depth interviews with a sample of 10 education journalists.

The findings indicate that social media serves as a powerful tool for building
journalists' personal brands, enabling them to enhance their professional presence,
establish their identity in the media industry, and expand their audience base. The
results also revealed that the most commonly used self-presentation strategies were
self-promotion and ingratiation, while specialization and positioning emerged as
the most significant strategies for personal brand building. Conversely, the use of
intimidation and manipulation strategies was limited.

Statistical analyses demonstrated that self-presentation and personal branding
strategies had a statistically significant impact on audience engagement.
Additionally, the study highlighted a clear variation among journalists in their
success in leveraging these strategies. Some journalists were more effective in
driving audience engagement by integrating multiple strategies, while others
benefited less, underscoring the role of strategy diversification in enhancing
journalists' digital influence on social media platforms.

Keywords:

Self-Marketing, Personal Branding, Education Journalists, Social Media, Audience
Engagement, Facebook, Journalist Influencers.
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