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Standards governing news coverage of personal status issues
in Egyptian news sites: A study of the communicator

Abstract:

The study aims to analyze the professional and ethical standards that govern
communicator in Egyptian news sites, regardless of their ownership patterns, in
their coverage of personal status issues. The current study is a descriptive study and
relied on the survey and comparative approaches using in-depth interviews with a
sample of journalists in Egyptian news sites, totaling (20) individuals. The
responses of the journalists in the study sample indicated their keenness to adhere
to the principles of the theory of social responsibility of the media in covering
personal status issues. The most prominent ethical standards followed by news sites
in covering personal status issues were “not publishing names,” “respecting the
privacy of individuals,” “not using inappropriate words,” and “restraint in
publishing,” respectively. As for professional standards, the most prominent
standards adhered to by newspaper websites were ‘“objectivity,” ‘“honesty,”
“accuracy,” and “balance,” respectively. The most prominent ethical and
professional violations, from their point of view, were the use of provocative titles,
superficial treatment, defamation, and excitement. The journalists in the study
sample attributed the reason for the breach of professional and ethical controls to
the websites’ desire to satisfy the receiving audience, the pursuit of “trends,” and

the desire to achieve the financial profit aspect for journalistic websites.
Keywords:

Personal status issues, ethical standards, professional standards, communicator,
social responsibility theory
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