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Strategies for developing communication content for government

health campaigns targeting Egyptian women during the period
2014-2025 (An analytical study)
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Abstract:

The study aims to examine the content of communication messages specifically
designed for a sample of the most important health campaigns targeting Egyptian
women between 2014 and 2023. Communication messages were monitored and
their content analyzed to determine persuasion criteria, and to determine the type
and content of communication messages and the uses used in media campaigns.
The study sample included health campaigns targeting women: the National
Campaign to Combat Breast Cancer as part of the Egyptian Women's Health
Support Initiative; the National Campaign for the Eradication of Hepatitis C and
Liver Diseases in Women; the National Campaign for the Support of Maternal and
Fetal Health Initiative; the National Campaign to Combat Coronavirus and the
Door-to-Door Campaign; and the National Campaign to Combat Female Genital
Mutilation.

Results:
1. The diversity of communication discourse strategies used, and most health

campaign designers used a cognitive-information discourse in most awareness
messages. They then presented a warning discourse to encourage citizens to
participate and benefit from health initiative services, especially towards the end of
the campaign period. The "Protect Her from Circumcision” campaign is an
exception. Throughout the campaign, most of its messages were based on warnings
and intimidation mixed with threats. It also relied on legal discourse and the
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criminalization of female genital mutilation (FGM) in legal and religious
legislation.

2. The campaigns enlisted the help of legal and religious opinion leaders to deliver
the message through various communication channels, directing warnings and
threats to anyone working in the medical sector who commits FGM, as well as to
Egyptian families and guardians of girls subjected to FGM.

3. The analytical results presented the determinants and elements of persuasion in
the communication message of health campaigns directed at women, as follows: It
should include sufficient and accurate information about the initiative. The message
should directly address women and girls. It should include a slogan that expresses
the campaign's theme and communication information. It should use colloquial
language that is easy to understand. It should include numerous citations of the
opinions of doctors, specialists, and influential public figures.

Keywords :Strategies - Communication Content - Health Campaigns -
Egyptian Women
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