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Abstract:

A Compliment is one of the most effective means of
communication that promotes human relations. It is defined as a type
of speech act that a speaker directs toward what he considers “good”
and worthy of praise. Since it is an individual judgment, it is
undoubtedly influenced by the speaker’s culture and beliefs.
Therefore, the Probability of dissimilarity between compliment
expressions and their targets increase when the speaker's culture
differs from that of the listener. From this stand point, this research
aims to compare the idiomatic expressions used in compliment
between the Japanese and Arabic languages, focusing on the Egyptian
dialect, in addition to comparing the target of these expressions to
identify the traits worthy of compliment from the perspective of the
Egyptians and the Japanese. The choice of idiomatic expressions is
due in particular to the fact that they are commonly used in both
languages, in addition to the fact that they reflect the culture, thought,
customs and traditions of the society they belong to. The research
deals with idiomatic expressions that include body parts focusing on
the heart as a mirror that reflects the human spirit and nature.

The researcher analyzed the expressions from a cognitive
semantics perspective to identify their characteristics in each language
and the features targeted by compliments, as well as to compare them.
In addition to analyzing the culture and social backgrounds of the
expressions to explain the reasons for the Similarities and differences
between the two languages.

The research found that descriptive expressions predominate
in both languages and this is due to the nature of expressions of
compliment that depend on the use of adjectives. The appearance of
some adjectives and expressions has been limited to the Japanese
language only: an example of this is the adjective “fat” as well as the
use of the organs such as the liver and the intestines as organs
synonyms with the heart to compliment courage and other things,
while it is difficult to use such expressions to compliment in the
Egyptian dialect. On the other hand, the two languages showed
similarities in complimenting some other traits, such as: tolerance,
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good-heartedness, and courage. Despite the agreement that
compliment is a positive judgment, the criteria for this judgment
differ between the Egyptians and the Japanese according to the nature
and culture of each of them.

Keywords: Compliment - Idiomatic Expressions-Japanese
language- Egyptian dialect.
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