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A study of bones extracted from the Nawamis .

A case study of one of the Nawamis of Wadi Solaf in South Sinai.

Samia El-Merghani, Anthropologist& Hani Abu Al-Azm,

Archaeologist.

Abstract:
The Nawamis are circular buildings dating back to the fourth millennium BC
(Chalcolithic period) in South Sinai. They are spread in the area extending from
Ras Mohammed to the Tih Plateau and are the subject of the research study
submitted for a master’s degree by researcher Hani Abu Al-Azm (2017). Wadi
Salaf is located 60 km southeast of the current village of Feiran, in the southern
sector of Sinai. There are several branches off Wadi Salaf, and the Nawamis are
scattered east and west of the valley, close to some of the region's prehistoric
sites. This research presents a preliminary study of bones extracted from one of
the Nawamis in Wadi Salaf.

These bones were mixed remains of several individuals of various ages.
The bones were transferred for study to the anthropology laboratory at the
Center for Research and Conservation of Antiquities, following approval by the
Permanent Committee for Egyptian Antiquities at its session held on October 27,
2014. The Nawamis were used as tombs, according to all prior studies. In this
study, we analyze essential anthropological data concerning these bones, focusing
on aspects such as the number of individuals, their sex, age at death, height, and
any abnormal, pathological, or criminal traits present. We also sought to answer
questions regarding the time/period during which the Nawamis were utilized,
the relationships among the buried individuals, and their cultural or social

affiliations.
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Keywords: Nawamis of South Sinai, human remains in Egypt, prehistoric
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Sinai.
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Supraorbital notch presents right and left.

Trochlear spur presents right and left.

Accessory infraorbital foramen presents right and left.
Ossicle at Lambda present.

Lamboid ossicle present right big one.

Condylar canal presents right and left.

Pharyngeal fossa present.

Palatine torus present.

Accessory lesser palatine foramen presents right and left.
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Metopic suture (Metopism) present.
Supraorbital notch: present right and left.
Coronal ossicle: present one right and one left.
Sagittal ossicle: Present one.
Ossicle at Lambda: present
Lambdoid ossicle: present 6 left and 5 right.
Epipetric bone: present left.
Parietal notch bone: present right and left.
Paracondylar process; present right and left.
present.:Pharyngeal fossa
Intermediate condylar groove; present right and left.
Foramen spinosum open; present right and left.
Accessory lesser palatine foramen; present right2 and left one.

Mental foramen number; present right one and left one.
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