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Modernist Readings of Islamic Legal Texts and Rulings: A Critical
Analytical Study with Reference to Testimony. Marital Discord.

and the “House of Obedience”
Jum‘ah bint Hamid Yahya Al-Hariri Al-Zahrani
Department of Islamic Studies. College of Arts and Humanities. Taibah

University. Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: Jzhrani@taibahu. edu. sa

Abstract:

This study aims to present a critical analytical exploration of the
concept of modernist readings (al-qira’at al-hadathiyyah) of Islamic
texts and rulings. It does so by examining the writings of proponents of
modernist interpretation who advocate for re-reading the sacred texts
and Islamic legal rulings through a contemporary lens. detached from

traditional juristic methodologies. The study proceeds to explore the
core objectives behind these modernist approaches. and critically

evaluates practical examples of such readings that diverge from the
established rulings of Sharia. By comparing classical jurisprudential
approaches with modernist reinterpretations. the study demonstrates the

contrasting methods employed by traditional scholars and modernist
thinkers in engaging with Islamic legal content.

Key findings reveal that the underlying aim of modernist readings is the
humanization. rationalization. and historicization of the sacred text—

thereby reducing divine revelation to the status of ordinary human
discourse. making it more susceptible to reinterpretation according to

subjective or socio-political inclinations. The study also highlights the
persistent efforts of modernist thought leaders to delegitimize the entire
structure of Islamic legal rulings. based on claims that such rulings—

particularly those related to women—diminish women's dignity and
identity. These critiques are often rooted in the notion that Islamic
jurisprudence reflects the contextual reasoning of past jurists and is thus
obsolete in the modern era.

The study recommends that scholars specialized in Islamic sciences.
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alongside authentic intellectual circles and decision-makers in the
Muslim world. initiate specialized platforms for scholarly engagement

and dialogue. These platforms should foster scientific grounding.
knowledge-based analysisc and methodical critique of foreign
intellectual currents and their embedded principles. Furthermore. it

urges Sharia departments to develop comprehensive academic projects
aimed at systematically refuting contemporary claims against Islamic
legal texts and rulings through rigorous theoretical foundations. critical

analysis. and scholarly rebuttal.

Keywords: Modernist Readings. Contemporary Approaches. Sharia
Testimony. Marital Discord.
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