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Women’s Role in the Revitalization of Mosques:
Legal Rulings, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah, and Their Contribution to
Countering Westernization
Mona Mahmoud Farid Ahmed Ghaly
Department of Comparative Jurisprudence, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Zagazig, Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: monaghaly1511.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract :

This study explores the pivotal role women can play in countering
Westernization through their active engagement with mosques—both in
presence and participation. It begins by examining the legal rulings (ahkam
shar‘iyyah) and the higher objectives (maqasid al-shari‘ah) of women’s
involvement in mosque life. The significance of this research lies in its
synthesis of two transformative forces—women and the mosque—both of
which, if engaged correctly, have the potential to reshape the intellectual
fabric of Muslim societies and address the deficiencies that have emerged in
the modern era.

The presence of women in mosques is presented as an effective means of
resisting the intellectual colonization that has afflicted Muslim communities.
The study addresses key questions, such as: What is the Islamic legal ruling
regarding women’s participation in mosque life? How should concerns about
women being a source of temptation (fitnah) be understood in light of
Prophetic guidance? What are the intended maqasid behind women’s mosque
engagement? And how does this participation contribute to confronting
Westernization?

The research employs an analytical, inductive, and comparative
methodology. It consists of an introduction and two main chapters. The
introduction outlines the study's key concepts and briefly discusses the virtue
of mosques and their religious significance.

The first chapter examines the jurisprudential ruling on women’s involvement
in mosques, supported by Prophetic precedent regarding gender interactions.
The second chapter highlights the higher objectives (maqgasid) of such
engagement and analyzes how women's active participation in mosque life
functions as a tool to resist the cultural and ideological encroachment of
Westernization.

The study concludes that mosques during the Prophet’s ¥ era were not
exclusive to men. Women were integral participants in mosque life, and there
exists no explicit prohibition against their attendance. The juristic status of
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such participation is that it is recommended (mandib), provided that due
balance is maintained regarding responsibilities and societal context.
Reintegration of women into mosque life is seen as a means of fulfilling the
five universal objectives of the Sharia.

Accordingly, the researcher recommends organizing educational seminars in
mosques to raise women's awareness of Westernization, its methods, and its
historical and present-day manifestations. She also advocates for joint
scholarly gatherings for both men and women, focusing on cultural traditions
that oppress women, and clarifying the Qur’anic and Prophetic esteem
granted to them. Resisting Westernization, the study concludes, begins from
within the mosque.

Keywords: Women’s Prayer in Mosques, Westernization, Mosque
Revitalization, Magqasid al-Shari‘ah, Congregational Prayer (Prayer in
Jamaa'ah).
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