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Nighttime Pilgrimage: A Proposed Program Based on

a Comprehensive Legal Framework

Abstract

During  his  only  pilgrimage—the  Farewell
Pilgrimage—the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
outlined the rulings of Hajj, distinguishing its pillars,
obligatory acts, Sunnah practices, and recommended
rituals. Following this foundational guidance, Islamic
scholars, beginning in the era of the Rightly Guided
Caliphs, undertook the task of further elaborating and
clarifying the legal aspects of pilgrimage. Among the most
notable figures in this effort was the esteemed companion
Abdullah Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him),
known as the interpreter of the Qur’an and founder of
the Meccan school of Quranic exegesis at the Sacred
Mosque. His students included Ata’a Ibn Abi Rabah (may
Allah have mercy on him), honored by caliphs, scholars, and
leaders as the master of jurists in Hijaz.

Saudi Arabia hosts countless Muslim workers from
diverse nations, many of whom are low-income

individuals. Their presence in the Kingdom presents a rare
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and valuable opportunity to perform Hajj—the fifth pillar
of Islam—provided they meet the necessary conditions.
However, many of these individuals face harsh
economic realities, having left behind their homes and
tamilies in pursuit of livelihood. Most will not have another
chance to perform Hajj should they return to their
homelands.

Recognizing these circumstances, the study proposes a

pilgrimage program that would enable them to fulfill
their religious obligation without exacerbating
overcrowding. This would involve strategically utilizing
times when sacred sites are relatively empty or lightly
attended, while ensuring their ability to perform all
essential Hajj rites within the proper timeframe and
locations. If necessary, certain obligations could be
completed within permissible boundary zones, thus
facilitating the pilgrims' journey while maintaining
adherence to religious requirements.
The study seeks to achieve two key objectives: Providing a
structured program that enables those unable to
perform Hajj under standard conditions to complete
their pilgrimage.
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—~Reducing congestion in pilgrimage sites and
surrounding routes by scheduling rituals during less
crowded hours or periods of light attendance, thereby
preventing disruptions while complying with Saudi

regulations for pilgrimage management.

Keywords: Hajj, Nighttime Pilgrimage, Islamic Legal
Framework, Ritual Obligations, Pilgrimage

Program
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