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Research Summary
Research Title: The Definition of Knowledge According to Muslim
Theologians: An Analytical and Critical Study

Dr. ‘Arafah ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ‘Abd al-Rahman al Nadi e
Assistant Professor of Creed and Philosophy — Faculty of .

Usul al-Din, Cairo

Abstract

This study focuses on the definition of knowledge (‘ilm) as
understood by Muslim theologians (mutakallimun).

In the introduction, | highlighted the importance of the topic, the

motivation behind selecting it, and the central problem it
addresses. The study is divided into three main sections as follows:

The first section elaborates the linguistic definitions and the
various terms that are commonly known to be considered
synonymous with ‘ilm (knowledge).

The second section handles the schools of thought concerning its
definition. The first view holds that knowledge is so self-evident that
it does not require a definition; | presented the arguments supporting
this view and responded to them.

The second view suggests that although knowledge is not entirely
obscure, it remains difficult to define, and may be better
distinguished through its categories or illustrative examples.

The third view maintains that knowledge does, in fact, require a
formal definition. This view has led to a diversity of definitions across
various

theological schools. | outlined the most well-known of these
definitions along with the criticisms they have received.

In the third section, | discussed the most favored definition of
knowledge, providing a detailed analytical explanation, addressing the
major objections raised against it, and offering responses to those
objections along with the rationale for preferring this particular definition.

The study concludes with a summary of the main findings and a list
of the most significant sources and references used.
Keywords: Knowledge, Definition, Theologians, analytical,
critical.
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al-Islam Zakariya al-Ansari's commentary: Ihkam al-Dalalah ala
Tahrir al-Risalah (d. 4Y1 AH), Maktabat al-Iman in al-Ajouza,
.undated

Al-Laqqgani, Burhan al-Din, Abu al-Imdad, Ibrahim ibn Ibrahim (d.
V+£Y AH): Sharh al-Jawharah (Commentary of the Compiler = The
Small Commentary = Guidance for the Disciple to the Jewel of
Monotheism), edited by: A. Marwan al-Bajawi, Dar al-Basa'ir, Cairo,
Asted., YéeYe AH-Y..4 CE

Al-Nasafi, Abu al-Ma'in, Maimun ibn Muhammad (d. oA AH):
Tabsirat al-Adillah fi Usul al-Din (Insight into the Principles of
Religion), edited by: Prof. Dr. Muhammad al-Anwar Hamid Issa,
published by: Al-Azhar Library for Heritage, Al-Jazirah for Publishing
and Distribution, Yst ed., Y.\ CE.
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Ibn Sina, Sheikh al-Ra'is, Abu Ali, al-Husayn ibn Abdullah (d. EYA
AH): Al-Najat, published by Muhyi al-Din al-Kurdi — Mustafa al-Babi
al-Halabi, Ynd ed., YYoVv AH - Y4aYA CE

Sharaf, Professor Sheikh Saleh Musa (d. Y¢.o AH — Y4Ae CE):
Memorandum on Monotheism According to the First-Year
Curriculum, Shubra Press, al-Khazindarah, yrd ed., Y¥1Y-)yy1y AH
Shams, Dr. Muhammad Shams al-Din Ibrahim (d. YeYY AH -

Y44y CE): Facilitating Logical Principles: An Explanation of the
Shams Epistle, Sheikhdom of al-Azhar al-Sharif, yst ed., Y¢¢¢ AH —
Y.YY CE

Al-Tayeb, Prof. Dr. Ahmad, The Grand Imam: Views on the
Thought of Imam al-Ash'ari, Sheikhdom of al-Azhar al-Sharif, Ynd
ed., Y¢YY AH - Y. V1 CE

Al-Zawahiri, Muhammad al-Husayni (d. y¥1e AH — Y44 CE):

The Complete Investigation into the Science of Theology, Dar al-
.Basa'ir, Cairo, Y¢Y. AH

Al-Askari, Abu Hilal, al-Hasan ibn Abdullah (d. ¢Y) AH, and some
say ¢Y. AH): Differences in Language, General Authority for Cultural
.Palaces (Series of Treasures), Yoy4

Issam al-Din, Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Arabshah al-Isfarayini

(d. 4¢¢ AH): A Commentary on the Explanation of al-Nasafi's

Creeds, with Commentaries by al-Kafwi in the Margin, Kurdistan

.Scientific Press, Egypt, Y¥Y4 AH
Al-Ghazali, Hujjat al-Islam, Abu Hamid (d. o.0 AH): Al-Mustasfa,
edited by Muhammad Abd al-Salam Abd al-Shafi, Dar al-Kutub al-

G g dial) g Callil) aand)



AV £47 daall 4

limiyyah, Beirut, yst ed., Y ¢)¥ AH. Al-Qushayri, Abu al-Qasim, Abd
al-Karim ibn Hawazin (d. ¢1e AH): Al-Risalah, along with: Shaykh
Al-Khayyali, Shams al-Din, Ahmad ibn Musa (d. ATY AH): A
Commentary on the Explanation of al-Aqa'id al-Nasafiyyah,
.Kurdistan Scientific Press, Egypt, Y¥Y4 AH

Al-Dasugi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Arafa (d. YY¥. AH): A
Commentary on Umm al-Barahin, Library of al-Mashhad al-Husayni,
.undated

Abu Daqqa, Sheikh Mahmoud (d. Yve4 AH-Y4¢. CE): The Right
Saying on the Science of Monotheism, commented by: Prof. Dr.
Awad Allah Jad Hijazi, introduced by: Prof. Dr. Hassan al-Shafi'i,
.Sheikhdom of al-Azhar al-Sharif, Yst ed., Yé¢¢o AH-Y.Y¢ CE
Al-Razi, al-lmam, Fakhr al-Din, Muhammad ibn Umar (d. T

:(AH

The Great Commentary = Keys to the Unseen, Dar lhya' al- -
.Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, Yrd ed., Y¢Y. AH

Al-Muhassal, along with: Talkhis Al-Muhassal, by Al-Tusi, -
published by Taha Abd Al-Raouf Saad, Al-Azhar Colleges Library,
.undated

Ramadan, Dr. Muhammad, Al-Bagillani and his Theological Views,
.Al-Ummah Press, Baghdad, YaA1

Al-Zarkashi, Abu Abdullah, Badr Al-Din Muhammad, (d. va¢ AH):
Al-Bahr Al-Muhit fi Usul Al-Figh, Dar Al-Kutubi, Yst ed., Y¢\¢ AH-
.V44¢ AD

Al-Samargandi, Shams Al-Din, (d. YYY AH, according to the most
reliable opinion), Al-Sahaf Al-llahiyyah, edited by Dr. Ahmad Abd
.Al-Rahman Al-Sharif, undated g‘
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to the Response to the Mu'attilah, the Atheists, the Rafidah, the
Kharijites, and the Mu'tazilah, edited, introduced, and commented on
by Mahmoud Muhammad al-Khudayri and Muhammad Abd al-Hadi
.Abu Raydah, Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi, Y¥11 AH - ya¢v CE
Al-Taftazani, Sa'd al-Din, Mas'ud ibn 'Umar (d. Y4y AH):
Explanation of the Objectives, edited by Dr. Abd al-Rahman
.'Umayrah, Al-Azhar Colleges Library, Y¢.¥ AH — Y4AY CE

Ibn al-Tilimsani, Sharaf al-Din, al-Fahri, 'Abdullah ibn Muhammad
(d. 1¢¢ AH): Explanation of the Landmarks of the Principles of
Religion, edited by Prof. Dr. Awad Mahmoud Awad, Al-Azhar Library
for Heritage, ‘st ed., Y¢¥Y AH - Y.\ CE

Abd al-Jabbar, Qadi al-Qudat, 'Imad al-Din al-Asadabadi (d. ¢yo !
:AH): Al-Mughni in the Chapters of Monotheism and Justice

Part Five (Non—lslamic Sects), edited by A. Dr. Mahmoud -
Qasim, reviewed by: Prof. Ibrahim Madkour, supervised by: Dr. Taha
.Hussein, The Egyptian Foundation, ‘st ed., YdoA

Part Twelve (Contemplation and Knowledge), edited by: Prof. —
Ibrahim Madkour, supervised by: Dr. Taha Hussein, The Egyptian
.Foundation, ‘st ed

Al-Juwayni, Imam of the Two Holy Mosques, Abd al-Malik ibn Abd
Allah (d. ¢vA AH): Al-Burhan, with it: Al-Tahqiq wa al-Bayan fi
Sharh al-Burhan, by: Al-Abyari, edited by: Dr. Ali ibn Abd al-

Rahman al-Jaza'iri, published by: Dar al-Diaa, Kuwait, ‘st ed., Y ¢YY
AH - Yoyy AD
Khamis, Dr. Suleiman (d. YYa¢e AH — yave AD): Clarification of

the Nasafi Beliefs, Part One, published by: Dar al-Fajjala, Ynd ed.,

.undated Rie
& O
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Main Research Sources and References
:(AI—Amidi, Saif al-Din, Ali ibn Muhammad (d. vy AH
Abkar al-Afkar fi Usul al-Din, edited by: Prof. Dr. Ahmed al- —
.Mahdi, National Library and Archives Press, Cairo, Y ¢YY AH
Al-Mubeen fi Sharh Ma'ani Alfath al-Hukama' wa al- -
Mutaallimeen, edited and introduced by: Prof. Dr. Hassan Mahmoud
.al-Shafi'i, Wahba Library, Cairo, Ynd ed., Y¢\¥ AH - Y44y AD
Amin, Dr. Muhammad: Tajreed Mujarrad Magqgalat al-Shaykh Abu
al-Hasan al-Ash'ari, Islamic Research Complex, ‘st ed., Y¢¢Y AH -
.Y.YY AD
Al-Ansari, Abu al-Qasim, Salman ibn Nasser (d. oVY AH): Sharh
al-Irshad by al-Juwayni, edited by: Prof. Dr. Khaled al-Adwani, Dar
.al-Diaa, Kuwait, ‘st ed., Y¢¢¥Y AH - Y.YY AD
Al-lji, Izz al-Din, Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad (d. Vo AH): Al-
Mawaaqif, and its commentary, by Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani: Ali ibn
Muhammad (d. A1 AH), and the commentary by al-Siyalkuti, Abd
al-Hakim ibn Shams al-Din (d. Y .1VY AH), al-Sa'ada Press, Egypt,
Asted., \YYo AH-Y4.Y CE
Al-Baiji, Abu al-Walid ibn Khalaf (d. Vv AH): The Limits in Usul
(Principles of Jurisprudence), edited by Dr. Nazih Hammad, al-Za'bi
.Foundation, Beirut, st ed., Y¥4Y AH-YavYy CE
Al-Bagillani, Judge Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Tayyib (d. ¢.¥
:(AH
Fairness in What Must Be Believed and Ignorance Is Not —
Permissible, edited and annotated by Sheikh Muhammad Zahid al-

Kawthari, al-Azhar Library for Heritage, Y. .. CE. — An Introduction
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