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to the metaphysical vision, and its emphasis on the direct and
permanent influence of divine action in the universe. Furthermore,
the Mu'tazilites generally adhered to traditional religious concepts
related to the attributes of God, the messengers, reward and
punishment, and other aspects that the modernists ignored or
rejected, explicitly or implicitly. Therefore, it was necessary for this
research to recommend the necessity of studying the Islamic
sources of modernist thought, such as (Islamic philosophy,
Mu'tazilites, Shi'ism, and esoteric Sufism), with a critical study, to
determine the extent to which their claim of the authenticity of
their modernity and its penetration into Islamic heritage is true or
not.contradiction, creation of the Qur'an.

Keywords: Arab modernists, Mu'tazilite thought,
creation of the Qur'an, Westernization of Islamic thought,
contradictio of modernity.
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Research Summary
Arab Modernists and Mu'tazilite Thought: From Selection
to Contradiction: "The Creation of the Qur'an as a Model"
Dr: Hussein Mohamed Hussein Hafez
Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Islamic Propagation, Tanta, Al-
Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.

E-Mail: husseinmohamed.el. ¢ ¥ @azhar.edu.eg

Abastract:

This research deals with the topic of "Arab Modernists and
Mu'tazilite Thought from Selection to Contradiction”, creating the
Qur'an as a model. It aims to demonstrate the attempt of Arab
modernists to employ Mu'tazilite thought to justify the
withdrawal of modern Western interpretive ideas and approaches
into the Islamic environment. The research began with a brief
definition of Mu'tazilite thought and their five principles, which in
fact serve metaphysical visions and ethical aspects far from the
colorful ideas of modernity.

This research addresses the metaphysical theological context in
which the issue of the creation of the Qur'an emerged among the
Mu'tazilites, highlighting the discrepancy in visions between the
Mu’tazilites’ approach and that of the Arab modernists. These
modernists presented a new approach, based on several modern
Western interpretive approaches that they employed in their
hermeneutical renewal projects of texts. They attempted to give
these texts a traditional legitimacy through the Mu'tazilite cover
and their adherence to the issue of the creation of the Qur’an, to
the extent that they were permitted to westernize Islamic thought
and apply modern Western critical approaches to it. This was
done in order to empty it of its religious and cultural content and
constants, and to reinterpret it away from its basic content and
original religious references.

The research concluded that the Arab modernists' selection of
Mu'tazilite thought, and the issue of the creation of the Qur'an in
particular, was a general and abstract selection. They viewed the
Mu'tazilites as a rationalist movement, without considering the
essential details of the Mu'tazilite doctrine, such as its connection
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¢ty¥ .Nasser-Amara Nasser: Language and Interpretation:
Approaches to Western Hermeneutics and Islamic Hermeneutics,
Dar Al-Farabi, Beirut, first edition, ¢ YA AH/Y..Vv AD.

¢ ¢ .Hegel-Friedrich: Hegel, Reason and History, translated and
introduced by Dr. Imam Abdel Fattah Imam, Dar Al-Tanweer,
Beirut, third edition, Y. .V AD.

¢o. Heidegger (Martin Heidegger), Foucault (Michel Foucault),
and Lévi-Strauss (Lévi-Strauss): The Death of Man in
Contemporary Philosophical Discourse, translated by Abdel

Razek Al-Dawy, Dar Al-Tali'a, Beirut, Y44Y AD.
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¥¢. Amara—Muhammad Amara: Islam between Enlightenment
and Forgery, Dar Al-Shorouk, Cairo, Second Edition, Y¢YY
AH/Y..¥ AD.

ve. Al-Omari-Ali Al-Omari: The Compendium on the
Philosophy of Modernity, Dar Al-Nour Al-Mubeen, Amman,
Jordan, First Edition, Y.\e AD.

¥1. Al-Ghazali-Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali: Economics in Belief,
Edited by Abdullah Muhammad Al-Khalili, Dar Al-Kutub Al-
limiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon, First Edition, Y¢Y¢ AH/Y..¢ AD.

vV. Fakhri — Al-Harith Fakhri: Modernity and its Position on the
Sunnah, Dar Al-Salam, Cairo, first edition, Y¢¥¢ AH/Y.\v CE.

¥A. Al-Qarni - Muhammad Al-Qarni: The Position of Modernist
Thought on the Principles of Deduction in Al-Islam Al-Bayan,
Research and Studies Center, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, first
edition, Y¢v¢ CE.

¥4. Collins - James Collins: God in Modern Philosophy,
translated by Fouad Kamel, Gharib Library, Cairo, YaVvy CE.

¢ «. AlI-Maturidi - Abu Mansur Al-Maturidi: Monotheism, edited
by Dr. Fathallah Khalif, published by Dar Al-Jama'at Al-Masryia,
no publication date.

¢Y. Mabrouk - Ali Mabrouk: Prophethood from Beliefs to the
Philosophy of History: An Attempt to Reconstruct Beliefs, Dar Al-

Tanweer, Beirut, first edition, ya4vy.

¢Y .Mahmoud-Zaki Naguib Mahmoud: A Position on
Metaphysics, Dar Al-Shorouk, Cairo, fourth edition, \Y¢\¢
AH/ya4y AD.
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Yeo. Abdul-Jabbar - Judge Abdul-Jabbar: Explanation of the
Five Fundamentals, edited by Dr. Abdul-Karim Othman, Wahba
Library, Egypt, third edition, y¢11 AH/v44% AD.

Y1. Mutashabih al-Quran, edited by Dr. Adnan Muhammad
Zarzur, Dar Al-Turath, Cairo, without a print number or
publication date.

Yv. Al-Majmu' Al-Muhit At-Takleef, compiled by Sheikh Abu
Al-Hasan bin Ahmad bin Mutawaih Al-Najrani, edited and
published by Father Jean Joseph Houben, Jesuit, Catholic Press,
Beirut, without a publication year.

YA. Al-Mughni fi Abwab Al-Tawhid wa Al-'Adl, edited by
Ibrahim Al-Abyari, supervised by Dr. Taha Hussein, Egyptian
General Organization for Authorship, without a print date or
number.

Y4. Abd Al-Salam Bu Zabra Abd Al-Salam: Taha Abd and
Criticism of Modernity, Jadawel Publishing and Distribution,
Lebanon, first edition, Y.\\.

¥.. Al-Ashmawi, Muhammad Sa'id Al-Ashmawi: Modernizing
the Arab Mind, Al-Tanweer Magazine, Issue \, Al-Zaytouna
University, Higher Institute for the Principles of Religion, Y44v.

v\. Asfour, Jaber Asfour: Contradictions of Modernity, Fusul

Magazine, Issue \, Egyptian General Book Organization, Y4A..

vyY. Asfour-Jaber Asfour: Contradictions of Modernity, Fusul

Magazine, Issue \, Egyptian General Book Authority, Y4 A..
vy. Attia—Ahmed Attia: Man in Feuerbach's Philosophy, Majaz

Cultural Foundation for Translation and Publishing, Cairo, ¥.\4.
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\v. Al-Hasnawi-Bassem Al-Hasnawi: A Deconstructive
Hermeneutical Reading of the Qur'anic Text, A Semantic Study,
Cultural Papers, Journal of Arts and Humanities, Issue Yv,
Lebanon-Beirut, Y. Y.

\A. Hamouda-Abdul Aziz Hamouda: Convex Mirrors from
Structuralism to Deconstruction, Alam Al Ma'rifa—Kuwait, Y44 A.

\ 4. Hanafi-Hassan Hanafi: Heritage and Renewal, University
Institution for Publishing and Distribution, Beirut, Fourth Edition,
VENVY AH/\%M‘ AD.

Y .. Al-Khamri-Hussein Al-Khamri. Textual Theory: From the
Structure of Meaning to the Semiotics of the Signifier, Arab House
for Science and Publishing, Beirut, First Edition, Y¢ YA AH/Y Y
AD.

Y\. Al-Khayyat-Abu Al-Hussein Al-Khayyat: Al-Intisar, edited
by Dr. Neiberg, Arab House of Books, Egypt, first edition, Vv ¢¢
AH/vaYe AD.

YY. Al-Razi - Fakhr al-Din al-Razi: The Forty Hadiths on the
Fundamentals of Religion, edited by Dr. Ahmed Hijazi al-Saqa,
publisher: Al-Azhar Colleges Library, Cairo, first edition, ¢ .1
AH/ya A% AD.

Yv¥. Al-Zamakhshari — Abu al-Qasim al-Zamakhshari: Al-
Kashaf, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut, third edition, \¢.v AH.

Y¢. Shahrour — Muhammad Shahrour: The Book and the
Qur'an: A Contemporary Study, Al-Ahali for Printing and
Publishing, Damascus, Syria, no edition number or publication

date.
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A. Al-lji: 1zz al-Din al-lji: Al-Mawaagqif, edited by Dr. Abd al-
Rahman Amira, Dar Sadir, Beirut, first edition, Y44y AD.

4. Bara - Abd al-Ghani Bara: The Problem of Establishing
Modernity in Contemporary Arab Discourse, Egyptian General
Book Authority, first edition, ¥..e AD.

\ .. Baraada - Muhammad Baraada: Theoretical Considerations
for Defining the Concept of Modernity, in (Modernity in Language
and Literature), Fusul Journal of Literary Criticism, Volume ¢,
Issue ¥, Y4A¢ AD.

\ V. Al-Taftazani — Sa'd al-Din al-Taftazani: Sharh al-Maqgasid,
edited by Ibrahim Shams al-Din, Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah,
Beirut, first edition, Y¢YY AH/Y..\ CE.

\ Y. Touraine - Alain Touraine: Critique of Modernity, translated
by Dr. Anwar Mughis, Supreme Center for Culture, Egypt, Y44V
CE.

\¥. Tizini — Tayeb Tizini: The Qur'anic Text Faced with the
Problem of Structure and Reading, Dar al-Yanabi', Damascus,
V44V CE, no edition number.

V¢, Al-Jabiri -~ Muhammad Abed al-Jabiri: Heritage and
Modernity: Studies and Discussions, Center for Arab Unity
Studies, Beirut, first edition, Y44\ CE.

ye. Al-Jurjani - Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani: Sharh al-
Mawaagqif, edited by Mahmoud Omar al-Damiati, Dar al-Kutub al-
limiyyah, Beirut, first edition, Y¢14 AH/v44A CE.

\%. Harb-Ali Harb: Interpretation and Truth, Dar Al Tanweer,
Beirut, Y. .V.
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Listed with the most important sources and

references

\. Ibn al-Murtada — Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn al-Murtada: Tabaqat
al-Mu'tazila, edited by Susannah Defeld, Dar al-Yasmin, Egypt,
first edition, Y. \o.

Y. Abu Zayd - Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, The Concept of the Text:
A Study in the Sciences of the Qur'an, Arab Cultural Center,
Casablanca, Morocco, first edition, Y. \¢.

¥. Adonis - Ali Ahmad Sa'id (known as Adonis): The Constant
and the Changing, Dar al-Awda, Beirut, first edition, Y4VA.

¢. Arkoun — Muhammad Arkoun: The Qur'an: From Inherited
Interpretation to the Analysis of Religious Discourse, translated
by Hashem Saleh, Dar al-Tali'ah, Beirut, second edition, Y. ..

o. al-Ash'ari - Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari: Al-lbanah fi Usul al-
Diyana, introduction, investigation, and commentary by Dr.
Fawqiya Hussein Mahmoud, Dar al-Ansar, Cairo, first edition,
yrav AH.

1. Igbal — Muhammad Igbal: Renewal of Religious Thought in
Islam, translated by Abbas Mahmoud, Center for Civilization for
the Development of Islamic Thought, Beirut, second edition,
Yoo,

V. Al-Amidi - Saif al-Din al-Amidi: Ghayat al-Maram in

Theology, edited by Hassan Muhammad Abd al-Latif, Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs, Cairo, ¥4\ AH/\W\ AD, no

publication number.
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