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Al-Buhturi’s Descriptive Imagery in His Panegyrics:

An Analytical Study

Abstract

Descriptive imagery occupies a prominent place in Al-
Buhturi’s poetry, standing as one of his most distinctive artistic
teatures. His mastery in portraying natural landscapes enabled
him to convey vivid and elegant visual representations of his
subjects. Notably, Al-Buhturi’s panegyrics incorporated rich
descriptive passages that illustrated the world surrounding his
patrons—the civilization, the embellishments, and the
opulence of his era—functioning as detailed records of the
luxury he witnessed and admired.

Al-Buhturi often intertwined praise with elaborate
descriptions, infusing his eulogies with images of palaces,
gardens, pools, and other opulent elements, perhaps reflecting
his deep love for nature, his admiration for beauty, and his joy
in celebrating it poetically. The present study aims to highlight
this phenomenon in Al-Buhturi’s poetry, analyze its
significance, and critically assess its artistic implications.

The descriptions in his praise poetry predominantly

exhibit originality and realism, drawn from his direct

experiences under the rule of Caliph Ja’tar al-Mutawakkil and
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shaped by the luxurious ornamentation and splendor of his
time. His verses captured architectural marvels, decorative
pools, and other scenes seldom depicted in classical Arabic
poetry.

However, was Al-Buhturi escaping the constraints of his
reality through these idealized depictions—singing of liberty,
creativity, and beauty? Could his descriptive passages represent
his dreams of crafting an idyllic world where humans rejoice in
nature’s embrace, detached from material struggles and
political oppression?

Perhaps Al-Buhturi’s vivid imagery served as a parallel to
Al-Mutawakkil’s own retreat into palace-building and
extravagant innovations, channeling his suppressed ambitions
into architectural grandeur rather than political maneuvering.
In doing so, Al-Mutawakkil sought to solidity his legacy, to
immortalize his memory and distract himself from the harsh
realities of governance.

Moreover, the hyperbolic grandeur evident in Al-

Buhturi’s poetic descriptions might reflect an exaggerated
historical reality. While palatial embellishments sometimes
housed undeserving occupants, the amplified imagery in his
poetry may reveal the superficiality and ostentation of that

era—an empty facade concealing an underlying void.
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