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Ibn Abidin Al-Dimashqi and His Grammatical

Approach in Light of His Work,
The Amazing Benefits in Parsing Strange Words

Abstract

This study explores Arabic grammar through an
examination of Ibn Abidin Al-Dimashqi’s grammatical
approach, as presented in his book The Amazing Benefits
in Parsing Strange Words. The study examines Ibn
Abidin’s life, upbringing, scholarly status, and academic
contributions, including his various books and treatises
across different fields of knowledge.

The study is divided into two main chapters. The first
chapter discusses Ibn Abidin’s scholarly status, the
motivation behind his authorship, his approach to
explanation, and his grammatical parsing of the terms and
structures he analyzed. It highlights his clear style, concise
treatment of many topics, extensive elaboration on
meanings, and detailed grammatical analysis supported by
various scholarly opinions. The second chapter focuses on

the specific words and structures Ibn Abidin addressed in
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his explanations, grammatical analyses, corrections,

objections, and preferences.

The study concludes with a final section summarizing

the key findings, including;:

Ibn Abidin was primarily known as a jurist, with
expertise in Islamic jurisprudence. However, The
Amazing Benefits in Parsing Strange Words reveals his
deep knowledge of Arabic grammar, his proficiency in
the field, and his ability to compile and classity linguistic
His scholarship demonstrates broad ,information
knowledge and extensive study, as he compiled
grammatical structures from diverse sources, including
books on linguistics, grammar, rhetoric, exegesis, and
He adhered to a descriptive-analytic approach in ,Hadith
his explanations, grammatical analysis, and supporting
Ibn Abidin followed a distinctive ,evidence
documentation approach, citing scholars' opinions while
attributing them to their original sources. He referenced
book titles and specific sections, confirming his direct
access to these sources rather than relying on second-
hand accounts. When quoting others, he emphasized

- Aoo
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textual fidelity by explicitly stating phrases such as “So-
and-so said, verbatim...” or concluding citations with
He addressed ,“End of quote as originally written.”
unique grammatical structures not previously analyzed,
such as expressions like “It is necessary to...,””O Allah,

9

except in the case that...,” and “Despite that, we say...”

Keywords: Ibn Abidin, Grammatical Approach, Parsing,

Amazing Benefits, Linguistic Analysis.
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