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Omani Linguistic Legislations and the Principles of
Language Planning

Abstract
This study examines Omani linguistic legislations as a
manifestation of official language planning, beginning with
the Royal Decree issued on June 21, 1972, which mandated
the use of Arabic in all official correspondence. This
direction was later reaffirmed in Article 3 of the Basic
Statute of the State, which designates Arabic as the official
language of the country. The research is based on a central
hypothesis that posits the existence of a substantial body of
laws, decrees, and regulations issued since the beginning of
the modern Omani renaissance, which—at least
theoretically—constitute a framework for deliberate and
structured language planning.
To test this hypothesis, the study adopts a descriptive-
analytical methodology, analyzing 12,491 official
legislations included in the "Omani Laws Disk" issued by the
Ministry of Legal Affairs, covering the period from 1972 to
2014. These legal texts serve as the primary corpus for the
study. The research identifies and classifies legislative
content related to the Arabic language, interpreting it
through the lens of established language planning principles,
with the aim of assessing the clarity, scope, and effectiveness
of Omani language policy.
The study addresses three key questions: What language
planning themes are present in these legislations? Did these
legal texts aim to bring about conscious linguistic change?
What are the major obstacles to language planning as
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revealed by the legislation? Through this analysis, the
research seeks to assess the extent to which the hypothesis of
a legally grounded language policy holds true and to what
degree these policies are operationalized in practice.

This study contributes to a foundational understanding of the
legal and planning dimensions of language policy in the
Sultanate of Oman and offers insight into the broader
relationship  between language and legislation in
contemporary Arab contexts.

This study is structured into three main sections, preceded by
an introduction and concluded with a final section followed
by a list of sources and references.

The study yielded several key findings, most notably that
based on the provisions of the linguistic legislations and the
prevailing language policy, both explicit and implicit the
linguistic security of the Arabic language in the Sultanate of
Oman has been largely achieved at the first level, which
pertains to the use of Arabic as the official language in
formal communications among various governmental units.
However, this linguistic  security is significantly
compromised at the second and more critical level, namely
in higher education. This includes the language of instruction
in public and private universities and colleges, particularly in
scientific and technical disciplines, as well as the language
used in major economic and tourism enterprises across the
country.

Keywords: Language Planning, Linguistic Legislation,
Language Policy, Arabic Language, Basic Statute of the
State, The linguistic situation in the Sultanate of Oman
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