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Abstract: Subat -Enlil (Sehna) was one of the major economic and political centers in
northern Syria during the period 1792-1728 B.C. Its strategic location played a
fundamental role in making it a focal point for conflicts and alliances among the great
powers of the region. This study explores the political and military challenges the city
faced, especially after it became the seat of King Shamshi-Adad I (1855-1776 B.C.),
thereby rendering it a target for other regional powers such as Elam, Eshnunna, Andarig,
and Mari.

The core research question lies in examining the archives of Tell Leilan as an attempt to
investigate the political correspondence and treaties that reflect the significance of
political allegiance and regional alliances. This has been pursued through an analytical
methodology based on the available textual sources, their interpretation, and the
extraction of relevant ideas presented clearly.

These treaties and alliances reveal the complexity of interregional relations, which were
not confined to the military sphere alone. Rather, economic interests played a
fundamental role in shaping alliances and regional policies. The documentation of these
events in the Tell Leilan archive offers a valuable opportunity to understand them and
sheds light on the dynamics of power and conflict in northern Syria.

Keywords: Alliances, Military Assistance, Subat-Enlil, Sehna, Tell Leilan Archive,
Treaties, Political Loyalty.
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Karls-Universitét Tiibingen, Philosophische Fakultdt, Tiibingen, Germany, 1991), 1 ;
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3 Jesper Eidem, "Apum: A Kingdom on the Old Assyrian Route", In Mesopotamia:The Old Assyrian

Period, OBO 160/5, eds. Klaas Veenhof, Jesper Eidem, (Fribourg: Academic Press/Gottingen,
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2009): 269-270.
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! Whiting, "The Tell Leilan Tablets", 569- 570.

2 Harvey Weiss, Dominique Parayre, “Cinq campagnes de fouilles a Tell Leilan dans la Haute Jazirch
(1979-1987), bilan et perspectives”, JS 1-2, (1991): 12-13.
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Giil Pulhan, “On the Eve of the Dark Age Qarni-Lim's Palace at Tell Leilan”, Vol. 1, (Ph.D. diss.,
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut,
USA), 178.
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Trevor Bryce, The Routledge Handbook of the Peoples and Places of Ancient Western Asia (London:
Routledge: 2009), 78; Denis Lacambre and Julie Patrier, “L’ergastule-néparum de Chagar Bazar
(Asnakkum) au XVlIlle s. av. J.-C.”, in Mille et une empreintes. Un Alsacien en Orient. Mélanges en
l’honneur du 65e anniversaire de Dominique Beyer, edit. Julie Patrier, Philippe Quenet, and Pascal
Butterlin, Subartu 36 (Turnhout: Brepols, 2016): 167-170.
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Dominique Charpin and Nadine Ziegler, Mari et le Proche-Orient a [’époque amorrite: Essai d’histoire
politique, Florilegium Marianum V, Mémoire de NABU 6 (Paris: Société pour I'Etude du Proche-Orient
Ancien, 2003), 242-245.
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! Benoit Vollemaere, “Histoire politique des royaumes du Sud-Sindjar a I'époque amorrite (XIXe- XVIle
siécle avant notre ére)” (Ph.D. diss., Département d’Histoire Ancienne, Université¢ Charles de Gaulle —
Lille III, Lille, France, 2016), 271-272.

2 Pierre Villard, “Les administrateurs de 1'époque de Yasmah-Addu”, Amurru 2, Mari, Eblq et les
Hourrites, dix ans de travaux, éd. Jean-Marie Durand and Dominique Charpin, (Paris: Editions
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Parayre Dominique and Harvey Weiss, “Cinq campagnes de fouilles a Tell”: 13-16; Lucia Mori,
“Shubat-Enlil e il paese di Apum. The Yale Tell Leilan Project”, in Chi ha diritto alla cultura? La
situazione dei beni archeologici in Iraq e Siria, ed. Bianca Maria Teresa Pieri (Rome: Universita di
Roma “La Sapienza”, 2011), 51-52.
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(1984): 29-31.

* Marc Van De Mieroop, King Hammurabi Babylon: A Biography, (Oxford-Carlton (VA), Blackwell
Publishing, 2008), 10.
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® Jane Munn-Rankin, “Diplomacy in Western Asia in the Early Second Miliennium B.C.”, Irag 18
(1956): 68-70.

7 Jean-Robert Kupper, “Nouvelles lettres de Mari relatives 2 Hammurabi de Babylone. Communication
présentée au XXIe Congres international des Orientalistes a Paris”, R4 42 (1-2) (1948), 35-40.

8 Mieroop, King Hammurabi Babylon, 65.
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- Jack Sasson, “On Reading the Diplomatic Letters in the Mari Archives”, in Amurru 2: Mari, Ebla et les
Hourrites, dix ans de travaux, (eds.) Dominique Charpin and Jean-Marie Durand, (Paris: Editions

Recherche sur les Civilisations, 2001), 329-338.
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3 Hiromichi Oguchi, “The Date of the Beginning of Khabur Ware Period 3 Evidence from the Palace of
Qarni-Lim at Tell Leilan”, Al-Rafidan 27 (2006): 45-58.
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