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Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the phenomenon of the Israeli
occupation of Palestine from the perspective of colonial
settlement geography, during the period extending from 1918
to 2020. The study was based on a research problem centered
on how settlement geographic patterns were formed and
developed as a key tool in the Israeli colonial project, and
their comprehensive impact on the Palestinian geographic,
demographic, political, and economic reality. The study relied
on a descriptive and historical analysis methodology,
reviewing Israeli policies and procedures across different time
periods, and analyzing the geographical patterns of
settlements, their distribution, and their impact on the
Palestinian fabric. The results demonstrate that settlement
patterns represent an integral part of a systematic colonial
strategy aimed at controlling land and resources and altering
the demographic and geographic identity of Palestine. These
patterns evolved from small agricultural colonies to large
settler cities, accompanied by policies of land confiscation,
restrictions on freedom of movement, and home demolitions,
leading to the fragmentation and isolation of Palestinian
communities. The study confirms that these policies have
negatively impacted the political, economic, and social
development of Palestinians, and have exacerbated security
tensions and escalated violence. The study recommends the
formulation of a unified Palestinian national strategy to
confront settlements, based on peaceful popular resistance and
the activation of international legal mechanisms to hold Israel
accountable.
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