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Analysis of Research Trends in Humanities and Social Sciences
Published in Arabic Over the Last Decade
Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the prevailing research trends in the
humanities and social sciences within studies published in Arabic
over the past decade (2015-2024), in light of the absence of
comprehensive studies that identify the features of research
transformations in this field and guide the priorities of researchers and
academic institutions. The study employed a quantitative and
qualitative content analysis methodology on a sample of 350
published studies drawn from 20 accredited, peer-reviewed academic
journals, selected based on their regular publication schedule,
diversity of subject areas, and accreditation by official academic
bodies. The results revealed that topics such as cultural identity,
digital media, e-learning, women's and gender issues, and sustainable
development topped researchers’ interests. The descriptive analytical
method maintained its lead at 56%, followed by the quantitative
method (26%) and the qualitative method (18%), with a noticeable
increase in the use of mixed methods during the second half of the
decade. The findings also indicated a frequent reliance on
questionnaires as a data collection tool, followed by interviews, and
then document analysis. The study concluded that there are significant
shifts in the nature of published research, reflecting a growing
responsiveness to digital, social, and cultural transformations in Arab
societies. It recommended the need to broaden the scope of
interdisciplinary research, adopt modern research methodologies,
enhance policies supporting scientific publication in Arabic in high-
quality journals, and encourage research collaboration between Arab
universities to keep pace with emerging regional issues.

Keywords: Humanities; Social Sciences; Global Databases; Trend
Analysis.
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