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The Meaning of the Term '"'Salih al-Hadith" According to Ibn Ma'in
A Theoretical and Applied Study
Prepared by
Dr. Ahood bint Abdul Razzaq bin Ahmed Al-Zahrani
Assistant Professor of Hadith and its Sciences, College of Sharia and Law,

University of Tabuk, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: o.alzahrani@ut.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study examines the meaning of the term "Salih al-Hadith" according to Ibn Ma'in,
to understand his purpose and methodology in applying this term to The narrator, then
standing on his correct meaning by following this expression in the books of his
students who narrated his expressions about the narrators, and collecting them and
then studying them after comparing them with the statements of the rest of the critics
about the narrator, then weighing the case of the narrator, knowing that the narrations
in which I followed this expression are: the narration of Al-Duri, Al-Darimi, Ibn
Mabhraz, Ibn Al-Junayd, and Ibn Tahman.

This research aims to clarify this term according to the Imam and uncover its critical
significance. This is achieved by examining the narrators to whom this term was
applied, clarifying the rank of these narrators, and then understanding his purpose and
methodology. The researcher reached several conclusions, the most prominent of
which are:

1. Ibn Ma'in applied the term "salih hadith" to twenty narrators.

2- Ibn Ma'in's opinion differs regarding a single narrator. Sometimes he calls him
"sound in hadith," and other times, "his hadith is worthless." This may indicate a
change in his interpretation.

3- Ibn Ma'in's statement "sound in hadith" indicates that he meant a rank lower than
that of trustworthy, and lower than that of truthful, for some narrators.

4- According to Ibn Ma'in, this term indicates that what a narrator narrated is valid for
consideration, not for authentication, unless the narrator is unanimously agreed upon
as trustworthy.

5- Most of the narrators about whom this term was used are narrators whose status is
disputed among critics, and they are also among the few who narrated.

Keywords: Meaning of the term, Authentic Hadith, Ibn Ma'in.
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