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The Archiatros and Medical practices in the Writings of
Gregory of Tours

Abstract: This study deals with the image of the physician Archiatros in
the writings of the Gallic historian Gregory of Tours. This is a very
important topic because it sheds light on the title of Archiatros as a function
on the one hand, and on medical practices and treatments according to
Gregory’s perspective on the other hand. To produce this study in the best
possible way, the researcher did not stop at Gregory’s writings alone, but
rather reviewed other contemporary sources and opinions, as well as those
that preceded him, and compared them in search of answers to two
questions: What is the difference between Archiatros and other physicians?
What is the benefit of studying medicine in the sixth century in comparison
to religious healing?
Keywords: Gregory of Tours - Archiatros - Gaul - Medicine — Saints.
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