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The Self and the Other in Omani Feminist Fiction: Between Realistic
Representation and Literary Imagination

Dr. Mariam Albadi®”, Dr. Omar Alsadi®, Prof. Hany Ismaiel Abo Retaba®

Abstract:

This study explores the representations of the Omani-Arab “self” in
contrast to the foreign “other” in Omani feminist novels published
between 2011 and 2021. It begins from the growing awareness of the
importance of narrative discourse as a space for deconstructing identity
and cultural binaries.

Five works of Omani feminist fiction were selected for analysis in the
current study: “The Madness of Despair” by Ghalya F.T. Al Said,
“Bitter Orange” by Jokha Alharthi, “The Shadow of Hermaphroditus™ by
Badriya al-Badri, Maryam’s Fingers” by Aziza Al Taie, and “Karma of
the Wolf: Physics (2)” by Badriya Al Shihi. These texts were chosen for
their diverse and rich portrayals of the relationship between the Omani
Arab self and the Western other, as well as for their stylistic and
conceptual variety.

The research adopts an inductive-analytical method to examine the
selected samples, drawing on the critical framework of postcolonial
theory particularly Edward Said’s concept of Orientalism to uncover how
Omani feminist fiction represents selfhood and alterity within complex
historical and cultural contexts.
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The study concludes that Omani feminist fiction serves as a fertile
ground for deconstructing and critiquing the relationship between the self
and the other. It offers alternative narratives that transcend stereotypes,
aiming to establish a balanced dialogue between East and West based on
mutual respect and critical reflection, rather than subordination or
absolute rejection.

Keywords: Omani Novel, Self and other, Postcolonial novels,
Orientalism, identity.
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