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Abstract:

This study examines the question of whether the poet Abu
Nuwas (al-Hasan ibn Hani’) adhered to Shi‘ism, through an
analytical and critical approach to the historical narratives and
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poetic texts attributed to him. The research situates this inquiry
within a longstanding scholarly debate in the fields of literary and
sectarian history. It opens with a contextual overview of the Sunni-
Shi‘a schism and key Shi‘ite theological concepts such as tagiyya
(dissimulation), wala’ and bara’ (loyalty and disavowal), bada’
(divine alteration of destiny), and alleged distortions of Quranic
interpretation providing a framework for understanding the
sectarian context of the narratives concerning Abu Nuwas’s beliefs.

The study critically reviews accounts that claim Abu Nuwas
praised Imam ‘Ali ibn Musa al-Ridha, highlighting how some
Shi‘ite sources regard this as evidence of his Shi‘ite affiliation. In
contrast, scholars like Ibn Taymiyyah and al-Qurtubi reject these
accounts due to their weak transmission chains or inconsistency
with the poet’s known life. The research also notes that Abu Nuwas
praised both the Abbasids and the Prophet’s household, suggesting
that his motives were driven more by opportunism than conviction.

A close reading of his poetry reveals a rebellious and hedonistic
spirit, alongside rationalist elements aligned with Mu'‘tazilite
thought, rather than doctrinal Shi‘ism. The study concludes that,
despite occasional references to figures associated with Shi‘ism,
there is insufficient evidence to categorize Abu Nuwas as a Shi‘ite
in any precise theological sense, as both the narratives and his
poetic corpus reflect a pragmatic personality that transcended
sectarian alignments.

Keywords: Abu Nuwas, Shi‘ism, Arabic poetry, Mu‘tazilism,
Sectarian affiliation.
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