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"Unveiling the Veil: An Analytical Descriptive Study
of Ambiguous Disparagement Terms in the Discourse
of Hadith Critics"

Asmaa Hamdi Ali El-Safaty
Lecturer of Hadith and Its Sciences,
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in
Damanhour, Al-Azhar University.
Email: asmaelsafty@alazhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This study explores the phenomenon of ambiguity in the
terminology of disparagement used by hadith scholars
when critiquing narrators. Such ambiguity has a
significant impact on the acceptance or rejection of
hadiths and their transmitters. Despite its frequent
occurrence in classical hadith literature, this topic has not
received sufficient independent scholarly attention.
The research analyzes the ambiguous disparaging terms,
classifies the types of ambiguity—whether stemming
from the wording itself, the context in which it appears,
or relative comparisons among narrators—and
investigates the underlying causes behind such ambiguity,
whether scientific, methodological, or sociopolitical.
Using a descriptive and analytical approach, the study
traces the usage of these terms by early critics without
modifying or interpreting their expressions. The work
relies on precise documentation from primary sources to
present a rigorous scholarly perspective that contributes
to a deeper understanding of this nuanced area in hadith
sciences.
Keywords: Ambiguous Disparagement, Disparagement
Terminology, Jarh and Ta'dil, Hadith
Criticism, Methodology of Hadith Scholars
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