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Camels and their Civilized Role in Najran Region before Islam

An Analytical Study based on Archaeological Evidences

Abstract :

As one of the animals most commonly depicted in petroglyphs,
and material discoveries throughout Najran's archaeological sites, which
date back to pre-Islamic times, camels are a significant cultural symbol
in the area. This portrayal encompasses deeper cultural aspects of
identity, belonging, and religious and social symbolism in addition to the
camel's practical use as a vehicle and for hunting.

Petroglyphs scattered across sites such as Hima and Jabal al-
Kawkab feature recurring images of camels in various expressive
contexts, indicating that they played an active cultural role in public life.
They were not just animals used in agriculture and trade, but were also
a major element in the Arabian Peninsula in general and in the Najran
region in particular, given that it was a pivotal urban center on the
Incense Route, and a branching point and center for the route's
ramifications northward to the port of Gaza on the Mediterranean Sea or
eastward to the port of Jarha on the shores of the Arabian Gulf.

Keywords: Camels, Najran, , Herding, Hunting, Trade, Religion.
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