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The Future of the Economics of National Newspaper Institutions

Over the Next Decade 2025-2035
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Abstract:

The study revealed the current economic situation of national press institutions,
and sought to present forward-looking visions for their future during the next
decade 2025-2035 AD by academics and experts (100) individuals, relying on
the media survey method, the questionnaire and interview tools, and the Delphi
method.

The study showed that the economics of national press institutions face
significant challenges in an era of increasing financial requirements and
decreasing government support for institutions and individuals Print
publications are on the verge of extinction, and their sales are declining.
Meanwhile, technology is making unprecedented strides toward development.
Information is becoming freely available, apps are delivered to users in
seconds, and social media networks are outperforming online newspapers. This
presents a precarious future for these institutions, requiring consideration of
future-oriented scenarios.

The study reached several conclusions, the most important of which are:

- There are three scenarios for the future of the economies of national press
institutions, with the stability scenario leading the way at 54%, followed by the
pessimistic scenario at 37%, and the optimistic scenario at 9%.

- Experts’ assessments of the current situation of the economies of national
press institutions ranked first as weak at 77%, followed by acceptable at 22%,
and good at 1%.

- There are several factors that affect the future of the economies of national
press institutions, the most important of which are factors related to sources of
income and funding within national press institutions, with a relative weight of
93.3, followed in second place by factors related to technological and technical
innovations, with a relative weight of 91.3. It is followed in third place by
factors related to the nature of the content and news content with a relative
weight of 87.3, followed in fourth place by factors related to economic changes
in the country with a relative weight of 89.0, and in last place by factors related
to the decisions of the National Press Authority with a percentage of 76.0
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- Experts expect the economy of national institutions to improve at varying
rates, with Al-Ahram Foundation occupying first place with a relative weight
of 81.0, followed in second place by Akhbar Al-Youm Foundation with a
relative weight of 75.0, followed in third place by Al-Gomhoria Foundation
with a relative weight of 59.6, followed in fourth place by Dar Al-Maaref
Foundation with a relative weight of 56.0, then Rose Al-Youssef Foundation
with a relative weight of 54.6, and then Dar Al-Hilal Foundation with a relative
weight of 53.0.

- here are several reasons for integrating press institutions to improve their
economies. The first is merging these institutions with each other, which gives
them economic strength that enables them to continue, with a percentage of
51.0%. This is followed in second place by facing competition from emerging
unified companies and private websites, with a percentage of 48.0%. The last
place is achieving higher viewing rates and bringing in more profits, with a
percentage of 42.0%.

Based on its findings, the study recommends:

- The necessity of adopting sustainable financing in the management of
national press institutions, i.e., using a financial system that aims to achieve
long-term stability in the face of change and crises, while diversifying sources
of income to enable institutions to confront economic crises.

- Searching for and expanding new investment resources, such as: establishing
universities, clubs, and schools, entering into partnerships, activating training
centers, and working to conclude cooperation protocols with private
universities to increase their resources.

- Updating the digital infrastructure of press institutions and supporting the
development and modernization of printing presses, Merging institutions with
each other and limiting one or two institutions at most, and limiting one paper
publication to one or limiting electronic publications, and demanding the
amendment of some systems or laws to increase the resources of journalistic
institutions or their employees, and converting facilities to what keeps pace
with the requirements of the era in reducing expenses, such as converting
lighting to solar panels, and water taps to operate with sensors

Keywords:(The future of newspaper economics — national institutions — a forward-

looking vision)
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