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Abstract

The main objective of the study is to analyze the impact of information technology
on the role of the external auditor in expressing a opinion on the financial

statements.

In the context of achieving this goal, there are a set of steps that represent
sub-objectives of the main goal, namely: the efficiency of the external auditor in
implementing the audit process in light of information systems technology, the
nature of the relationship between the use of information technology and the role of
the external auditor to express a opinion about the honesty and fairness of the
financial statements and the reasons for the need to carry out the work of auditing
information technology systems, the importance of information technology and its
role in changing the course of the external audit, and the contribution to the
literature on information technology in the audit process, in addition to submitting a
proposed model for a computer-assisted audit techniques “GAATs”.

The researcher reached many results, the most important of which are: There
is a relationship between the information technology of the accounting systems used
and the use of Computer Assisted Audit Techniques, to reach fairly present of
financial reports that express the financial position and business results. The use of
information technology in the extemal audit is a major challenge for the external
auditor in how to understand and use this technology during the audit process. There
is a clear and significant impact of information technology on the form and nature of
audit tests, so that auditors are performing these tests in a more complex manner. It
turns out that the external audit process using the computer is a complex process that
requires multidisciplinary knowledge, and the auditor must document and report on
it by expressing a technical opinion on the validity and fairness of the financial
reports, in order to preserve the expression of the neutral technical opinion. It was
demonstrated through the theoretical and practical study the effectiveness of the
external audit process using the computer in the information technology
environment.

Key words: Information Technologu, Audit of information systems, amd
External aud.
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