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Deprivation of Immortality between the
Myths of the Ancient Near East
and the Holy Quran
Abstract

Throughout human history, various civilizations have developed
complex systems of beliefs and narratives to interpret both worldly
and metaphysical phenomena. Within the mythologies of the ancient
Near East, the theme of immortality vis-a-vis. death emerges as a
central concern, reflecting humanity’s enduring struggle against death
and its aspiration for eternal life. Myths such as the Epic of
Gilgamesh, the Adapa myth, and the biblical account of Adam’s
expulsion from paradise offer different reasons for humanity's ultimate
failure to attain immortality. In spite of the fact that previous studies
have explored different aspects of these myths, they have largely
overlooked the specific reasons these narratives offer for the loss of
eternal life. This study aims to fill that gap by conducting a
comparative analysis of the aforementioned myths, focusing on the
central question: How did humanity lose its chance at immortality
according to each narrative? The study concludes by examining the
Qur’anic account of Adam’s fall from paradise, highlighting its
theological and narrative distinctions from earlier mythologies.
Through this comparison, the research underscores both the
uniqueness and sanctity of the Qur’anic discourse and advocates for a
renewed scholarly approach to the study of the ancient Near East.
Although the Qur’an is a book of exhortation and moral lessons, what
it contains regarding doctrinal and intellectual matters related to
civilizations that preceded it in time is the ultimate truth.

Keywords
Myths, death, immortality, Ancient Near East, Gilgamesh, Adapa, the
Torah, the Holy Qur’an.
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In order to accomplish his work unperceived, Satan chose to
employ as his medium the serpent—a disguise well adapted for his
purpose of deception.
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The angels had cautioned Eve to beware of separating herself from her
husband while occupied in their daily labor in the garden; with him
she would be in less danger from temptation than if she were alone.
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