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Private Universities and Human Capital: An Introduction
to Achieving Sustainable Development
“A Sociological Study for Heliopolis University"

Eman Ahmed Abdel Halim Darwish

PhD in Sociology, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University I

Abstract:

This research seeks to reveal the role of private universities - Heliopolis University as
a model - in achieving the requirements of sustainable development, through their role
in forming and building human capital “as an intermediate variable”, which is one of the
most important pillars of achieving sustainable development; This will be addressed by
defining the nature of human capital and identifying the mechanisms for building and
forming it, and revealing its importance as one of the basic resources and approaches to
achieving sustainable development; In addition to analyzing the mechanisms of Heliopolis
University, as one of the models of private universities with a development policy, in
building human capital according to the sustainability approach, by revealing the roots
of the university’s establishment and the philosophy of sustainability in the thought of
its founder, and analyzing the university’s strategic vision and goals, in addition to the
educational policies and plans followed within the university in this regard.

The research concluded with a number of results, the most prominent of which are: that
the relationship between the human capital balances of individuals and societies on one
hand, and (higher) education and achieving the sustainable development goals on the other,
is primarily a reciprocal relationship. Heliopolis University, as a private university institution,
plays an important role at the societal level in addition to its basic educational and research
role, adopting sustainable development as a comprehensive guiding principle. Heliopolis
University follows three basic methodologies in its educational policies in order to create and
build human capital according to the sustainability approach, which are: the transformative
learning methodology, the project efficiency degree methodology, and sustainable
development as an integrated human concept. It is also keen to link all its programs and
curricula to the sustainable development goals and their four dimensions: economic, social,
environmental, and cultural; in light of basic standards and indicators, which are: connection
in context, raising awareness, absorbing content, and making a contribution.

Keywords: Private universities - human capital - sustainable development -
Heliopolis University.
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