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Arab Modernity: Between the Authentic and the Foreign Aspects of
Our Arab Heritage (Adonis as a Model)
Mahmoud Mohamed Abdellah
Department of Arabic Language and Literature« Faculty of Islamic and

Arabic Studies for Boys« Cairo« Al-Azhar University« Egypt

Email: mahmoudmohamed.4@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The research idea is summarized as follows: Arab modernism combined both
the authentic and the alien aspects of the Arab heritage. This means that its
methodology« upon which it was based¢« was shaken: as it did not adhere to a
single aspect« but rather vacillated between them. This represents a loss of
objectivity and a submission to personal whims and psychological
motivations among its advocates. They advocate for it out of a belief that
artistic innovation and creativity can only occur within its framework
imitating Western modernity« with its ups and downs: as one of its proponents
put it.

Therefore« | undertook a critical reading of the term "Arab modernism™ in
terms of its premise and meaning« and demonstrated the delusion of their
belief that artistic innovation and creativity can only occur within its
framework« imitating Western modernity. | also presented a practical
example of this¢ represented by the poet Adonis¢ demonstrating his
psychological motivations that led him to combine the authentic and the alien
in his intellectual and literary project« citing examples from his work in which
he used both aspects of heritage without the slightest concern for combining
them. For hime« all are equal as a cultural and cognitive heritage« as long as
they align with the orientations of modernity. The Western tradition he seeks
to replicate in Arab modernity.

Keywords: Modernity« authenticity« foreignness« renewal« heritage.
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