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Abstract
Kuwaiti-Egyptian relations 1971-1981 (President Sadat's era)

By Nour Mohammed Al-Habashi

The Kuwaiti-Egyptian relations were not ordinary; they were distinguished by a special
dimension, being serious and strong during certain periods due to stances, events, and issues
concerning both countries, where one party supported and backed the other.

Egypt, the heart of Arabism, was never distant from Arab issues. During the 1950s and
1960s, it embraced the Arabs through its leading role in the Arab system. Egyptian foreign
policy was prominent, guided by the Nasserist wave during that period, from the Atlantic to the
Gulf. Therefore, the aim here is to examine an important phase of Arab-Arab relations to assess
the role of Kuwait, which was greatly influenced and supportive of Arabism, sparing no effort
or expense for the causes of the Arab nation. However, the 1970s saw significant changes due
to the nature of Egyptian policy under President Mohamed Anwar Sadat, who succeeded
President Gamal Abdel Nasser. Egypt adopted the slogan "Egypt First,” and by the end of his
era, Egypt had distanced itself from its Arab role and leadership of the political scene in
general. It is essential to understand that this phase was crucial due to its dimensions and
outcomes, and it has not received adequate attention, at least from the Kuwaiti side, in terms of
study and examination. Relations with a country like Egypt are highly significant and
influential.

The Kuwaiti-Egyptian relations remained strong throughout the years of Sadat's rule. His
years in power were marked by crises, wars, and significant events in the Arab region, with
Egypt taking the forefront and Kuwait standing as its supporter and backer, especially during
the October War of 1973. However, after Egypt signed the peace agreement with Israel (the
Camp David Accords), the Arab world split into two camps: the doves and the hardline hawks.
Kuwait remained distant from both but aligned with Arab states in their decisions. The relations
between the two countries entered a new phase they had not experienced before—a phase of
"cooling and stagnation."

Kuwait- Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem

Egypt- Mohamed Anwar Sadat

International Relations - "Arab-Arab Relations".
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