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Abstract

Zaki Naguib Mahmoud, one of the foremost pioneers of enlightenment
and rationality in the Arab world during the 20th century, called for a cultural
renaissance rooted in the adoption of the scientific method as a substitute
for the blind reliance on inherited traditions. He advocated for a balance
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between authenticity and modernity, emphasizing the preservation of
foundational elements of heritage, such as religion and language, while
integrating scientific advancements from external sources to craft a renewed
cultural vision attuned to contemporary realities.

He emphasized the importance of intellectual and personal freedom as
cornerstones of human development, believing that thought must serve as a
tool for positive societal change. Through his alignment with logical
positivism, he rejected traditional idealist philosophies, which he deemed
disconnected from the pressing concerns of modern humanity, and sought
to address societal shortcomings through critical yet constructive analysis .

Mahmoud’s reformist project aimed to awaken the Arab world from its
state of poverty and fragmentation, aspiring to transform it into a strong,
unified, and prosperous entity. His dedication to rational enlightenment and
his engagement with the cultural and intellectual issues of his time earned
him the title of “the conscience of his era.” He remained deeply connected
to his nation’s challenges, advocating for rational thinking as a path to a
better future.

Keywords: (Zaki Naguib Mahmoud, Enlightenment, Rationality, Scientific
Method, Authenticity and Modernity, Arab Renaissance, Logical Positivism,
Human Development)
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