The characteristics of translated stories used by facilitators

to teach philosophy for children (P4C) in Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aims to identify the key characteristics of translated stories used by
facilitators in Saudi Arabia to teach Philosophy for Children (P4C).

Methodology: The study adopted a qualitative approach, utilizing interviews and
document collection as tools.

Results: The study revealed that Saudi facilitators primarily rely on translated stories,
particularly from English, due to the limited availability of Arabic stories that align with
the objectives of Philosophy for Children (P4C). Facilitators identified several
characteristics that make stories suitable for philosophical thinking in P4C, including
depth of ideas, concept formation, ethical dilemmas, ambiguity, imagination, symbolism,
unexpected events, open-ended endings, and interpretative illustrations. These elements
contribute to stimulating inquiry and philosophical discussion among children.
Additionally, the study found that facilitators refine their criteria for story selection based
on their experiences and expertise in philosophical facilitation, while also considering
cultural and social sensitivities. Moreover, P4C training institutions and publishing houses
play a role in shaping facilitators’ choices through recommendations and training
materials.

Conclusion: The study recommends prioritizing both the quantity and quality of Arabic
children’s stories production, ensuring they possess characteristics that qualify them for
use in (P4C). It also advises diversifying the selection of translated stories, opting for
languages other than English and venturing beyond Western cultural contexts, for the
cultural and intellectual enrichment this offers to children.

Keywords: philosophy for children, P4C, philosophy with picturebooks, teaching philosophy,
children’s literature.
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