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Abstract:

This paper aims to shed light on the nature of argumentation in
presumptive reasoning and provide a pragmatic analysis of one of the most
significant normative approaches to argumentation proposed by the
philosopher of language Douglas Walton. It examines Walton's model of
critical questions, which serves as a criterion for distinguishing sound from
fallacious argumentation. The model is tested by juxtaposing it with Paul
Grice's maxims of Cooperative Principle to reveal issues arising between
what is conversationally implied and what is logically entailed from a
pragmatic perspective. The study explores the classification of Walton's
critical questions applied to argumentation schemes, based on Grice's
conversational implicature theory. The goal is to identify fallacies stemming
from violations of dialogue principles and conversational implicature
conditions within Walton's schemes. Additionally, the study questions the
sufficiency of Walton's critical questions as a normative criterion for
differentiating sound arguments from fallacies. By analyzing a sample of
Walton's argumentation schemes, the study concludes that every fallacy is
essentially a form of argumentation that fails to meet the critical questions
according to the context in which it occurs. Furthermore, the study finds that
a single argumentation scheme may give rise to multiple fallacies, as each
violated maxim or critical question produces a distinct type of fallacy. Its
significance lies in calling for a reconsideration of Walton's model from a
pragmatic perspective and revising the critical questions to better distinguish
between sound and fallacious uses of presumptive arguments in informal
logic.

Key words: informal logic, argument, argumentation schemes, fallacies,
conversational implicature.
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