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“Visual Metaphor in Advertising Messages:

A Semiotic Study of Symbolic Construction Patterns
and Their Meanings”

Dr.Amal Mohamed Saady Abdelrahman®
Abstract

This study seeks to uncover the symbolic structure of visual
metaphors in static advertising by analyzing their composition and
underlying meanings through Roland Barthes’ semiotic approach. This
framework offers analytical tools to decode signs and explore the
multiple levels of meaning, particularly the distinction between
denotative meaning (the literal, surface-level representation of visual
elements) and connotative meaning (the symbolic and culturally
embedded interpretations arising from context and accumulated
knowledge). In addition, the study employs Forceville’s model of
visual metaphor typology to classify and interpret the metaphors used,
aiming to construct a guiding analytical framework that can be applied
in  marketing communication ,Adopting a  semiological
methodology—deemed most appropriate for analyzing visual
metaphors in advertising—the research analyzes a purposive sample
of ten static advertisements retrieved via Google, selected based on
the richness of their metaphorical content and symbolic potential, The
findings reveal a notable diversity in the types of visual metaphors
employed across the advertisements, categorized as follows according
to Forceville’s typology: Contextual (substitution) metaphors, as seen
in the advertisements for the hair straightener and Save the Children
campaign; Juxtaposition (resemblance) metaphors, as in the Tropicana
juice and Diniz eyewear ads; Hybrid (blended) metaphors, as
exemplified by the advertisements for Tabasco, Nescafé, and Nivea
night cream, This diversity reflects the flexibility of visual discourse in
reconstructing meaning across varied cultural, psychological, and
social contexts. The results also highlight the integration of cultural

* Lecturer of Public Relations and Advertising Faculty of Media and Communication
Technology, South Valley University.
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and social dimensions in meaning construction, with metaphorical
elements such as the guitar, noodles, and fire extinguisher evoking
culturally grounded interpretations based on the viewer’s background.

Furthermore, the study reveals that the majority of the analyzed
advertisements rely solely on visual imagery, without any
accompanying text—underscoring the power of visual composition to
convey metaphorical meaning in a silent, symbolic mode of
persuasion. This shift marks a transformation in the communicative
function of advertising from direct verbal messaging to visual-
symbolic persuasion.

Keywords: Visual metaphors, advertising messages, patterns of
symbolic construction, Forceville’s model, Roland Barthes’ approach
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