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Quialitative Research: The Missing Dimension in Curriculum and
Instruction Research "*Arabic Language Education Research as a
Model"

Research in the field of curriculum and instruction has evolved in
terms of its methodologies, tools, and data collection and analysis
methods. In recent years, non-quantitative approaches have emerged in
scientific research, attracting many researchers.

These approaches are generally referred to as qualitative research
methods. This has led to a shift from a focus on the quantitative approach
to the use of the qualitative approach, and eventually to the mixed-
methods approach. Despite the growth of research in the field of
curriculum and instruction in general, and Arabic language teaching
methods in particular, there is a deficiency in keeping pace with modern
research methodologies in this area. Quantitative research has come to
dominate the entirety of educational research activities, and the focus on
the quantitative approach has become a characteristic of many studies.
This is at a time when we emphasize that qualitative research in the
educational field has become a reality and a global trend that cannot be
overlooked if we want to contribute to the progress of civilization and the
development of knowledge.

The quantitative inclination in educational research should not come
at the expense of the qualitative aspect. The qualitative approach should
not be viewed as being against the quantitative approach or diminishing its
importance. On the contrary, it may complement it in some educational
studies. Therefore, this article aims to shed light on the qualitative
approach and the importance of its application in research in the field of
curriculum and instruction in general, and Arabic language curriculum and

teaching methods in particular.

14



(ISSN 2535-213X) (A s Al a3k g maliall 8 il Alaa

The article illuminates the concept and philosophy of qualitative
research, then addresses its significance. It also discusses the differences
between quantitative and qualitative research, followed by the
characteristics of qualitative research. Furthermore, it highlights the
importance of attending to qualitative research in the field of curriculum
and Arabic language teaching methods. The paper also points out the
types and methodologies of qualitative research in the field of curriculum
and instruction. The steps involved in designing qualitative research are
also discussed. Finally, the paper concludes with some recommendations
stemming from the theoretical underpinnings of qualitative research and
the importance of paying attention to its application in research on
curriculum and instruction in general, and Arabic language curriculum and
teaching methods in particular.

Keywords: Qualitative Research — Curriculum and Instruction Research

— Arabic Language Education Research.
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