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The Possible World in the Novel '"In Their Presence":

A Semiotic Reading of the Facebook Version
Abstract: This research attempts to read the possible world presented by digital
narrative in the novel (In Their Presence), co-authored by the Sudanese author Ann Al-
Safi and the Moroccan author Abdelwahid Estito, and published in its first version via
a dedicated Facebook page for the novel. The aim is to reveal the impact of reality and
its influence in driving the narrative process towards producing an imaginable world
that is possibly existent as a result of the immense technological advancement that has
replaced humanity, much like the machine did during the industrial revolution. The
research presents in its conceptual framework some important theoretical concepts
about the theory of possible worlds, digital narratives, and Facebook novels. It then
presents the core ideas of the novel, moving from them to three discussions that form
the novel's possible worlds: realistic reference, the imagined world, and the end of the
world. The research has relied on the concepts of semiotics due to its connection with
the theory of possible worlds and reading electronic media in the novel through it.
Ultimately, the novel poses the important existential question: What comes after
humanity? The imagined and possible worlds are the non-final answer to this complex
question.

Keywords: Possible worlds — In their presence - Digital narratives — Facebook novel
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YOUTUBE.COM

Recreating the Womb: New Hope for Premature Babies

A new artificial womb-like device may transform care for extremely ...
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