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Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the motivations of
international students from West African countries to choose
higher education institutions in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. A
qualitative approach was wused through semi-structured
interviews with (26) male international students studying at a
Saudi public university. The study results showed that fully
funded educational scholarships provided by the Saudi
government through public universities were the primary factor
in these students' decision to study in the Kingdom« given the
comprehensive financial support and stable living services they
provide. Most participants indicated that they could not continue
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their university education without this support. The study also
revealed additional factors that contributed to students' decision
to choose Saudi universitiesc most notably the Kingdom's good
reputation abroad< religious motivationsc and the quality of
higher education. The results also showed no significant
differences between international students from West African
countries based on age or academic level¢ indicating that the
motivations for choosing to study in Saudi Arabia were similar
regardless of these characteristics. The study presented several
recommendations to support efforts to attract international
students and improve their educational and living experience in
Saudi higher education institutions.

Keywords: international  students¢  higher  education¢
internationalization of education¢< students¢ student affairs
management: study abroad
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