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Master’s Students’ Perceptions of How to Improve Clinical
Experience Outcomes in Special Education Programs

Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the perceptions of master’s
students in special education regarding their clinical experience and
to identify ways to improve its outcomes. Clinical experience
within the Department of Special Education represents a central
component in applying theoretical coursework. The study adopted a
qualitative methodology, using semi-structured interviews for data
collection. Each interview lasted between 20 and 30 minutes and
was conducted on campus, with a total of 19 master’s students
participating. The findings revealed six key themes based on the
students’ perspectives: linking students’ effective competencies in
special education to clinical experience; developing cognitive and
emotional aspects; strategies for dealing with various categories of
children with special needs; bridging theoretical and practical
education; strategies for working with families of children with
special needs; and handling children’s health and emergency
situations. The study recommends regularly involving students in
providing feedback on training programs, as this contributes to
improving professional preparation outcomes and helps maintain
students’ motivation and enthusiasm for working with this
population.

Keywords: clinical experience, special education, students’
perceptions
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