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Abstract :

This study addresses "the functions of dialogue" in modern narrative studies, focusing
on the analysis of fictional characters and their roles in storytelling. Characters are no
longer viewed as living beings but rather as linguistic constructs, emphasizing their
roles as defined functions within the narrative structure. According to critic Vladimir
Propp, the function of a character is defined by the actions it performs that influence
the plot. Propp identified a set of functions through his study of ancient Russian
folktales .

The functions identified by Propp include a variety of actions such as departure,
prohibition, interrogation, and battle. These functions are organized into fields of
action, with each field contributing to the development of the plot through the
interwoven relationships between characters. Identifying these functions is crucial for
understanding how characters influence events and how their interactions shape the
narrative .

Similarly, Greimas explains that a character is defined by its actions within the story,
highlighting the importance of its role in constructing the plot. Consequently,
characters are not merely entities but serve as vital functions that drive and develop the
narrative .

Keywords :

-Character Functions: Actions performed by characters and their impact on the plot .
-Vladimir Propp: A critic who identified ¥) character functions through his analysis of
Russian folktales .

-Core Actions: Actions such as departure, prohibition, interrogation, and battle, which
play a role in plot development .

-Narrative Studies: Examining how the plot is constructed through the interconnected
relationships between characters .

-Narrative Analysis: Viewing characters as linguistic constructs reflecting roles and
functions in narrative texts .

-Change and Stability: Distinguishing between stable functions of characters and their
variable names or descriptions .

-Character Interactions: Exploring how relationships between characters affect plot

progression .
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