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Research Summary:

Al-Safi bin Al-Assal is one of the most prominent Christian scholars in the thirteenth
century AD who addressed theological doctrinal issues in their defensive writings. Al-
Safi adopted a clear defensive theological approach in his responses. This approach
had its motives and reasons for composing these defensive theological works. Al-Safi
bin Al-Assal relied in these responses on various cognitive sources that were included
in his responses. He had his own theological style and defensive argument based on
theological foundations and dialectical rules of argumentation that he applied to his
theological doctrinal issues that he addressed in his defenses. This research came to
present those motives and reasons for his theological writings, his cognitive sources,
his dialectical style, and his defensive approach during the issues that he addressed in
his works. This research came under the title “Al-Safi bin Al-Assal, his approach,
sources, and defensive theological style.” Al-Safi bin Al-Assal tried to deny the good
tidings mentioned in the Holy Book about the Prophet Muhammad - may God bless
him and grant him peace - saying: “It was claimed that the Torah, the prophecies, the
Gospel, and the letters of Paul had given good tidings to their companion explicitly by
mentioning his name and a symbol indicating the interpretation of it. The answer to it
in general is that the prophecies and the Torah are written in the hands of the Jews and
they recite them in the Hebrew script and language, and in the hands of the Christians
they are written and recited in all pens and languages in the countries of the world, and
they are not other than in the hands of the Jews.” And the Christians, since no one but
them adheres to it and they are unanimous in their opposition to their claim, if he
claims that he has the correct books and that they changed their books, he must first
show the books, and he will not find that even if he shows books that do not benefit
him unless he proves that his books were changed and they changed them, and this is
even more impossible due to the convergence of the opponents. These are the
theological issues that Al-Safi bin Al-Assal addressed in his defensive writings in

general.
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