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Abstract:

The study highlights the administrative and economic systems of the Qara-
Khitai state, which originated in China before transitioning to Eastern Turkestan and
Transoxiana. Initially, the state had a nomadic character, but its move to these regions
contributed to significant cultural and civilizational advancements, allowing the state to
integrate diverse cultural elements under its rule.

From an administrative perspective, the state adopted a hereditary governance
system where the eldest son inherited the throne, with the possibility of choosing
another heir in exceptional cases. The administration was distinguished by its
organization and hierarchy, dividing functional ranks into nine levels, including
ministers, army leaders, and officials.

Economically, agriculture was the most prominent activity, benefiting from
abundant water resources and fertile soil. Eastern Turkestan and Transoxiana were
known for their agricultural richness, with various grains, fruits, and vegetables
cultivated. Advanced irrigation methods relying on rivers and canals were developed,
ensuring sustainable agricultural production.

Industry also served as one of the state’s economic pillars. The Qara-Khitai
excelled in silk production, which was among the finest globally, in addition to
ceramics and metalworking. Mining activities, such as extracting gold, silver, and iron,
were notable, as these resources were used to meet the state’s needs for tools and
weaponry.

Trade played a pivotal role in the state’s economy, especially given its
strategic location on the Silk Road, facilitating international and regional trade
exchanges, Currency systems were diverse, including metallic coins made of gold and
silver, as well as paper currency crafted from mulberry tree bark

Through these administrative and economic systems, the Qara-Khitai state
successfully balanced geographic expansion with civilizational development, making it
a model for cultural interaction and sustainable growth during the medieval period.

Keywords: Qara-Khitai state - administrative systems - economic activity -

agriculture - industry.
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