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Abstract:

This study sheds light on the motives that led the Crusaders to compose religious songs
and hymns. These motives varied, including political, military, and religious motives.
Political motives were at the forefront of the Crusaders' motivations for composing
songs and hymns. The Crusades had a literary influence, as some poets drew
inspiration from them in their writings, leading to a flourishing of epic poetry that
surpassed other literary genres among Europeans. As for military motives, the
Crusaders were convinced that God had chosen them from among all humankind for
the mission they had undertaken. Songs and hymns were sung during battle to motivate
soldiers to fight and boost their morale. Among these were the French epics known as
"the exploits." These hymns spread throughout medieval Western society, particularly
during the Crusades, and were popular and widely read among all races, classes, sects,
and classes. Poems praising the heroes of the French campaign tended to reference
their generosity as shepherds, as well as their military exploits. As for religious
motivations, European society was deeply religious, and religion played a central role
in almost every aspect of life. Every activity, whether individual or societal, was bound
to be linked to religion in one way or another. Religious motivation was the primary
motivation for the Crusades, to save Christ and the Holy Land from Muslim control.
Songs and hymns came to represent these meanings, including the songs and hymns
that lifted the morale of Crusader pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land. Series of heroic
tales and poems were circulated along the various trade routes and pilgrim paths in
Europe. Poetry was one of the most important means of disseminating Crusader
ideology. Poets would write all their topics, even historical ones, in verse so that those
who did not know Latin could understand them. Since European society suffered from
widespread illiteracy, the songs of popular poets were the means through which ideas

and information were disseminated.
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