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Emergency circumstances theory
Afrah bint Muhammad Al-Tuwaijri.
Fundamentals of Islamic Jurisprudence, College of
Sharia, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University,
Saudi Arabia.
Email: afr7moh@gmail.com
Abstract:
All praise is due to Allah, and may peace and blessings be
upon the Messenger of Allah, and upon his family and
companions. As for what follows: This research is titled
“The Theory of Exceptional Circumstances.” This theory
assumes that a contract has been concluded under normal
conditions. However, the economic conditions, which
formed the basis upon which the balance of the contract
was established at the time of its formation, have changed
in an unexpected way. This change in circumstances does
not render the performance of the contract impossible, but
rather burdensome to the debtor, threatening him with a
severe loss. Islamic Shariah preceded other legal systems
in adopting the theory of exceptional circumstances,
because Islamic law is based on the principle of justice,
compassion for people, relieving them from hardship, and
removing harm when it occurs. This research aims to
clarify the concept of this theory, its pillars, and the
stance of Islamic Shariah on it. This theory holds
significant value, as it highlights the justice of Islamic
law and its consideration of people’s interests,
particularly in the area of financial transactions. In
addition, the theory of exceptional circumstances plays a
role in restoring balance in contractual relationships by
achieving justice between the contracting parties.
Keywords: Exceptional circumstances, Theory of
exceptional circumstances, Exceptional circumstances in
Islamic jurisprudence
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Sahih Muslim, by Abu al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Haijjaj ibn
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Arabia, st edition, 1445 AH / 2023 CE.
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Distribution, Beirut — Lebanon, 8th Edition, 1426 AH / 2005
CE.
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Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Barr al-Qurtubi (d.
463 AH), edited by Muhammad Muhammad Ahid Walad
Madik al-Muritani, Al-Riyadh Modern Library, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, 2nd Edition, 1400 AH / 1980 CE, 2 volumes.
Kanz al-Daga’iq, by Abu al-Barakat Abdullah ibn Ahmad
al-Nasafi (c. 620-710 AH), edited by Prof. Dr. Sa’id
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Edition, 1432 AH / 2011 CE.
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Muhammad Ali ibn Zakariya al-Manbiji (d. 686 AH), edited
by Dr. Muhammad Fadl Abd al-Aziz al-Murad, Dar al-
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Lebanon / Beirut, 2nd Edition, 1414 AH / 1994 CE, 2
volumes.

Lisan al-Arab, by Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Ali, Abu
al-Fadl, Jamal al-Din lIbn Manzur al-Ansari al-Ru’ayfi al-
Ifriqi (d. 711 AH), annotations by al-Yaziji and a group of
linguists, Dar Sader — Beirut, 3rd Edition, 1414 AH, 15
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Mukhtasar al-‘Allamah Khalil, by Khalil ibn Ishaq ibn Musa,
Diya’ al-Din al-Jundi al-Maliki al-Masri (d. 776 AH),
edited by Ahmad Jad, Dar al-Hadith / Cairo, 1st Edition,
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Dictionary of Figh Terminology, by Muhammad Rawwas
Qal‘aji and Hamid Sadiq Qanibi, Dar al-Nafa’is for Printing,
Publishing and Distribution, 2nd Edition, 1408 AH / 1988
CE.

Mu‘jam Magqgayis al-Lughah, by Ahmad ibn Faris ibn
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1399 AH / 1979 CE, 6 volumes.
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Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Khatib al-
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published in the Jordanian Journal of Islamic Studies,
Volume 3, Issue 2, 1428 AH / 2007 CE.
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