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The Forfeiture of a Wife’s Maintenance
Khalid bin Salman Al-Dawi Al-Shammari.
College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Qassim University,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: khshammari@hotmail.com
Abstract :
This study explores the legal issue of the forfeiture of a wife's
maintenance (nafagah) in Islamic jurisprudence, clarifying its
definition, causes, and related rulings according to the major
Islamic legal schools, including the four Sunni madhhabs and the
Zahiri school. The research aims to define the concepts of
maintenance and forfeiture both linguistically and legally, and to
identify the specific conditions under which a wife’s right to
maintenance is nullified. Given its practical implications, the topic
holds significant importance for the obligations of legally
accountable individuals, the regulation of spousal relations, and the
preservation of family and societal stability.
The researcher adopts an inductive-analytical approach by
collecting textual evidence and juristic opinions, analyzing them,
and engaging in discussion and weighing of arguments. The study
concludes that the forfeiture of maintenance entails the husband’s
exemption from the financial obligation toward his wife.
Maintenance remains obligatory for a wife as long as she is married
or in her waiting period (‘iddah) following a revocable divorce, and
also for a woman in an irrevocable divorce if she is pregnant.
However, the maintenance obligation lapses in three cases: if the
woman is irrevocably divorced and not pregnant (per the majority
view), if she is deemed recalcitrant (nashiz) by consensus, or if she
apostatizes from Islam (also by consensus).
The study recommends further research on the obligations of
legally responsible individuals and the circumstances under which
these obligations are waived. It also stresses addressing the ethical,
religious, and psychological factors behind the forfeiture of
maintenance and calls for practical, research-based solutions to
family issues to promote social stability.
Keywords: Forfeiture of maintenance, wife’s maintenance,
Irrevocable divorce, Disobedience (nushiiz), Apostasy.
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