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Abstract

Arabic calligraphy constitutes one of the most significant artistic expressions
within Islamic civilizationchaving evolved from a utilitarian script for
documentation into a fundamental aesthetic component integrated into
architecture and the applied arts. Among the media that most prominently
featured this art formcOttoman pottery stands out. Ceramic vesselscplatescand
tiles frequently bore Arabic inscriptionscrendered in diverse calligraphic styles.
These inscriptions were meticulously combined with decorative motifs to form
cohesive artistic units distinguished by their remarkable harmony and technical
precision. A defining characteristic of these inscriptions within Ottoman artistic
productionchowevercis the dynamic interplay between the calligraphy and
chromatic elements. Color was not employed merely as a passive background;
ratherit functioned as an active agent to accentuate the calligraphic form«direct
visual attentioncand generate potent contrasts that heightened the visual impact

and legibility of the inscribed text.

This research undertakes a visual analysis of Arabic inscriptions adorning
Ottoman ceramicscspecifically interrogating the role of color contrast in
augmenting both the aesthetic qualities of the calligraphy and the expressive
resonance of the textual content. It further examines the deployment of primary
chromatic elements—notably Indigo blueccoral redcand white—analyzing their
interaction with the Arabic script in terms of visual function (enhancing
legibilityformcand spatial dynamics) and potential symbolic significance. The
study aims to elucidate the artistic principles underpinning these works and to
present an aesthetic interpretation that foregrounds the distinctive symbiotic
relationship between color and calligraphy within the Ottoman context.
Keywords

InscriptionscOttoman ceramicsccolor contrastcvisual art.
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