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The Tale of *The Green Bird'
Functions and Interpretation — A Structural Study

Dr. Ayman Eissa Ahmed ©

Abstract:

This critical study aims to examine the Egyptian folktale of
"The Green Bird", in order to understand its artistic nature and
hence facilitate its interpretation. This examination entails a
detail evaluation of the multiple versions of this tale, which
have transcended from the local to the global sphere, and a
morphological analysis based on Vladimir Propp's method. It
compares these diverse versions after stripping them of their
secondary elements and identifying their basic elements and
functions. Finally, this study seeks to interpret and explain the
tale by linking it to the archetype to which it is connected and
from which it is derived, namely the "death and rebirth"
archetype associated with the Pharaonic myth of Isis and
Osiris. This archetype defines the purpose and aims of the tale
and reveals the significance of its symbols.

Keywords: Folktale- Morphological analysis- Archetype- The
Myth of Death and rebirth- Myth of Isis and Osiris.
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