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The struggle for the throne between the Sons of Kings  
In Pharaonic Egypt to the end of the New Kingdom 

Mahmoud Shawqi Omar Ismail
Department of history and civilization at the Faculty of Arabic language, 
Al-Azhar University, Egypt. 
Email: mahmodismail.47@azhar.edu.eg  

Abstract:
 

Ancient Egyptian civilization witnessed many conflicts 

between the sons of kings. These conflicts were not personal, but 

rather reflected the depth of the challenges facing the state and 

directly impacted its stability and historical trajectory. The 

prevailing tradition in ancient Egypt was for the eldest son to 

inherit the throne after his father. In the event of the death of the 

crown prince, the second son would assume the throne. However, 

if the king died before the crown prince was appointed, a relative 

or powerful official would assume power. This custom was not 

binding on the kings of Egypt. Some kings would appoint their 

second son or the son of one of their wives, even if the first wife 

was not their heir. However, these were rare cases of succession 

to the throne, resulting in unrest and chaos within the state. 

Women also played a major role in the succession of the throne, 

as Egyptian tradition dictated that the person with royal blood 

from one of their parents assume power. This led the king's wives 

and concubines in the royal court to weave conspiracies to 

impose their influence, and sometimes to plot the overthrow of 

the king, with the assistance of some servants and employees to 

appoint their sons. 
Keywords: Conflict, Rule, Sons of kings, Pharaonic Egypt, 

Modern State. 
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frontier, London-New York, Routledge, 2005, p. 444. 

Smith, W. S., op.cit., p. 170- 171. 

(4)  Pardey, M., "Kawab", LÄ III, (1980), cols. 378-379.  
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Butzer, K. W., "Ostwüste", LÄ IV, (1982), cols. 637- 638.  
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Simpson, W. K., "Lischt", LÄ III, (1980), col. 1057. 
(5)  Hayes, W. C., "The Middle Kingdom in Egypt", CAH, vol. 1, part 
2, (2008), p. 496.  

(6) Edgerton, W. F., "Chronology of the Twelfth Dynasty", JNES 1, 
(1942), p. 314. ; von Beckerath, J., "Die Chronologie der XII. 
Dynastie: und das Problem der Behandlung gleichzeitiger 
Regierungen in der ägyptischen Überlieferung", SAK 3, (1976), p. 45  
 (7) Foster, J. L., "The Conclusion to the Testament of Ammenemes, 
king of Egypt." JEA 67.1 (1981), p. 42.  

(8)  Ibid., fig. 2.  
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(1)  Hayes, W., The Scepter of Egypt,  Part I.  , New York, The 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1973, p. 177. ; Simpson, W. K., 
"Sesostris I", LÄ V, (1984), col. 890.  

 

Maspero, G., "Les Enseignements D'Amenemhaît Ier À Son Fils 
Sanouasrît I er",BdE 6,  (1914), p. I. ; Malinine, M., "Un fragment de 
l’En  ign   nt  ’A  n  h t I  .", BIFAO 34.1 (1934), pp.  63-74.   ; 
Geoga, M., "New Insights into Papyrus Millingen and the Reception 
History of The Teaching of Amenemhat", JEA 107, 1-2 (2021), pp. 225-238.  

BAR, I, §§ 474- 483. ; Erman, A., Ancient Egyptian Literature, 

London-New York, Routledge, 2009 , pp. 72-74. 
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 (1) Hayes, W. C., "Egypt Internal Affairs From Tuthmosis I to the 
Death of Amenophis II", CAH, vol. 2, part 1, (2008), p. 315.  

(3)  Hayes, W. C., op.cit., p. 316. ; Steven, S., Ancient Egypt: the 
Definitive Visual History, London, Dorlin Kindersley, 2021, p. 152. 

(5) Tyldesley, J., Chronicle of the Queens of Egypt: From Early 
Dynastic Times to the Death of Cleopatra,  London, 2006, p. 94. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Ckwt8WGC8b6445bHoOPD8IYNNE1xPlb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Ckwt8WGC8b6445bHoOPD8IYNNE1xPlb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusOE9VVTJpVVJSelE/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-Zm6SDW0p-p08cS8VVCYT1Q
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusOE9VVTJpVVJSelE/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-Zm6SDW0p-p08cS8VVCYT1Q
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusOE9VVTJpVVJSelE/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-Zm6SDW0p-p08cS8VVCYT1Q
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(2)  Wilkinson, T., The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt, New York, 
2010, p. 160. 
 (3) Sethe, K.,  Das Hatschepsut-Problem noch einmal Untersucht, 
Berlin, 1932, p. 98. 

PM, I, 159. Urk, IV, 61-62. ; de Garis Davies, N., Davies,Private 

Tombs at Thebes 4,scenes from some Theban Tombs, 1963, pp. 19-20. 
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 (2) Wilkinson, T., op.cit., p. 161. 

Gabriel, R. A., Thutmose III: The Military Biography of Egypt's 
Greatest Warrior King, Dulles (VI), Potomac Books, 2009, p. 17. ; 

La civilisation de l'Égypte pharaonique, Paris, 1987, p. 86., F., Daumas 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusd1MxYnI5dFYyQ1U/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-Bkww6ZBVy9rDmQTj6l8VDA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusd1MxYnI5dFYyQ1U/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-Bkww6ZBVy9rDmQTj6l8VDA
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(1) Frankfort, H., La royauté et les dieux. Intégration de la société a la 

nature dans la religion de l`ancien proche orient, Paris, Payot, 

1951,p. 153. ; Gabriel, R. A., op.cit., p. 14. 

https://ia601507.us.archive.org/23/items/FrankfortHenriLaRoyautEtLesDieux1951LR/Frankfort%2C%20Henri%20-%20La%20royaut%C3%A9%20et%20les%20dieux%20%281951%29%20LR.pdf
https://ia601507.us.archive.org/23/items/FrankfortHenriLaRoyautEtLesDieux1951LR/Frankfort%2C%20Henri%20-%20La%20royaut%C3%A9%20et%20les%20dieux%20%281951%29%20LR.pdf
https://ia601507.us.archive.org/23/items/FrankfortHenriLaRoyautEtLesDieux1951LR/Frankfort%2C%20Henri%20-%20La%20royaut%C3%A9%20et%20les%20dieux%20%281951%29%20LR.pdf
https://ia601507.us.archive.org/23/items/FrankfortHenriLaRoyautEtLesDieux1951LR/Frankfort%2C%20Henri%20-%20La%20royaut%C3%A9%20et%20les%20dieux%20%281951%29%20LR.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusd1MxYnI5dFYyQ1U/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-Bkww6ZBVy9rDmQTj6l8VDA
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 Tyldesley, J., op.cit., p. 111. ; Hornung, E., "Amenophis II", LÄ I, 

(1975), col. 203.     . 

(4)   Shaw, J., The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, Oxford,  

Press,2003, p. 247. 

Wilson, J. A., "A Divine Oracle Through A Dream", ANET (1969), p. 

449. ; Bryan,B.M., The reign of Thutmose IV, PH.D,  Yale 

University, 1980, p. 47. ; Shaw, J., op.cit., p. 247.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusMWNxeVh3a3pST0E/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-wTf_28ZShR-40ds_bufgVw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusMWNxeVh3a3pST0E/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-wTf_28ZShR-40ds_bufgVw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusY0FvSVc2elFQeUE/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-xegDU-cJY0bo7dp0iksX5g
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5nYkai7UYusY0FvSVc2elFQeUE/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-xegDU-cJY0bo7dp0iksX5g
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(1)  Zivie, C. M., "Giza au Deuxième Millénaire", BdE 70, (1976), pp. 

125-145. ; Urk, IV, 1539- 1544. 

 (2) Shaw, J., op.cit., p. 247. ; Bryan, B. M., op.cit., p. 47.   

(3)  Ibid., p. 46.  

http://gizamedia.rc.fas.harvard.edu/documents/zivie_deuxieme_millenaire.pdf
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KlH8XtEFPPp4PzxwYgEC1KJRLK7bDPsY/view?usp=sharing
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 (3) Von Beckerath, J., "Amenmesse", LÄ I, (1975), col. 201. 

Faulkner, R. O., "Egypt: From the inception of the nineteenth Dynasty 
to the death of Ramesses III", CAH, vol. 2, part, 2, p. 235- 237. ; Von 
Beckerath, J., "Queen Twosre as Guardian of Siptaḥ ", JEA 48, (1962), 
p. 70. ; Gardiner, A., "Only One King Siptaḥ  and Twosre Not His 
Wife", JEA 44, (1958), p. 16. ; 
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(1962), pp. 73. 

 (6) Wilson, J. A., " A Syrian Interregnum", ANET (1969), p. 260. 
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 (1) Lalouette, C., L'empire des Ramsès. Fayard, 1985, p. 341. ;  

Redford , S., The Harem Conspiracy: The Murder of Ramesses III, 

DeKalb (IL), Northern Illinois University Press, 2002

Monnet, J., "Remarques sur la famille et les successeurs de Ramsès 

III", BIFAO 63, 1965), pp. 211-212. ; Č  ný, J., "Q   n Ē   of th  

Twentieth Dynasty and Her Mother." JEA 44.1 (1958), pp. 31-37.   

https://mega.nz/file/Ay5TzaKa#Q3lNWJYMeGqBHwvoMZWLgIsmbtEmCel1iEVcZZ0oIXM
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