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The struggle for the throne between the Sons of Kings
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The struggle for the throne between the Sons of Kings
In Pharaonic Egypt to the end of the New Kingdom
Mahmoud Shawgi Omar Ismail

Department of history and civilization at the Faculty of Arabic language,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: mahmodismail.47@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:

Ancient Egyptian civilization witnessed many conflicts
between the sons of kings. These conflicts were not personal, but
rather reflected the depth of the challenges facing the state and
directly impacted its stability and historical trajectory. The
prevailing tradition in ancient Egypt was for the eldest son to
inherit the throne after his father. In the event of the death of the
crown prince, the second son would assume the throne. However,
if the king died before the crown prince was appointed, a relative
or powerful official would assume power. This custom was not
binding on the kings of Egypt. Some kings would appoint their
second son or the son of one of their wives, even if the first wife
was not their heir. However, these were rare cases of succession
to the throne, resulting in unrest and chaos within the state.
Women also played a major role in the succession of the throne,
as Egyptian tradition dictated that the person with royal blood
from one of their parents assume power. This led the King's wives
and concubines in the royal court to weave conspiracies to
impose their influence, and sometimes to plot the overthrow of
the king, with the assistance of some servants and employees to

appoint their sons.
Keywords: Conflict, Rule, Sons of Kkings, Pharaonic Egypt,
Modern State.
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(4) Shaw, J., The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, Oxford,
Press,2003, p. 247.
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Wilson, J. A., ""A Divine Oracle Through A Dream™, ANET (1969), p.
449. ; Bryan,B.M., The reign of Thutmose IV, PH.D, Yale
University, 1980, p. 47. ; Shaw, J., op.cit., p. 247.
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(1) Zivie, C. M., "Giza au Deuxieéme Millénaire', BdE 70, (1976), pp.
125-145. ; Urk, 1V, 1539- 1544,
(2) Shaw, J., op.cit., p. 247. ; Bryan, B. M., op.cit., p. 47.
(3) Ibid., p. 46.
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