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Lecturer in the Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic 
Language, Girga, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt 
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Abstract: 

This study examines the biography of Sheikh Muhammad 

Shakir Al-Jirjawi, one of the prominent scholars of Al-Azhar, 

and his role in the educational and judicial renaissance in Egypt 

and Sudan. He was born in the city of Jirja and received his 

education at Al-Azhar, where he emerged as one of the 

pioneering scholars who sought to reform Al-Azhar and 

introduce modern sciences into its curriculum. 

He also held prestigious judicial positions and had a sharp 

critical vision in the field of judiciary. His judicial reforms were 

considered the foundation of the modernization of Sharia courts 

in Egypt. Sheikh Muhammad Shaker contributed significantly to 

establishing principles of justice and integrity within the legal 

system, working to develop laws and legislations to ensure their 

flexibility and compatibility with societal needs while preserving 

the core tenets of Islamic Sharia. 

Sheikh Shakir was distinguished by his enlightened thought, 

which influenced both elites and the general public. He played a 

crucial role in enriching Islamic thought during his era. When 

the 1919 Revolution erupted, Sheikh Muhammad Shakir had a 

prominent role in it, leading Al-Azhar scholars in their national 

movement. He became the driving spirit of the revolution and its 

religious and intellectual leader             . 

Through his efforts, he and his fellow Al-Azhar scholars 

contributed to a tangible civilizational transformation, whether 

in education or the judiciary. This made him a model of the 

enlightened Al-Azhar scholar, dedicated to serving his society with 

awareness and knowledge. 

Keywords: Muhammad Shakir al-Jarjawi – Al-Azhar – Reform – 
Renewal – Education – Judiciary 
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