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The Rhetorical Witness in al-Jurjant’s Asrar al-Balagha: A Functional Approach

* Aziz ELMahsani:

Research Professor in Linguistic and Literary Studies, Ministry of Education, Kingdom of Morocco.
*Email: Azizelmahsani@yahoo.com

Abstract:

This study addresses one of the fundamental issues in Arabic linguistic scholarship: the question of the rhetorical citation
(shahid balaghi) within one of the foundational texts of classical Arabic rhetoric, namely "Asrar al-Balagha™ (The Secrets of
Eloquence) by ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani. The analysis adopts a methodological approach that connects the rhetorical
function of the citation with the broader theoretical conception of rhetorical discourse in al-Jurjani’s thought. The study also
seeks to uncover the criteria by which al-Jurjani selected and employed his citations and to identify the artistic and linguistic
dimensions that shaped their presence in his rhetorical corpus. This, in turn, provides a deeper understanding of their
pragmatic and aesthetic roles within the broader framework of Arabic rhetoric in general and in al-Jurjani’s work in

particular.

The study begins from a central research question: how did al-Jurjani employ his rhetorical citations, what rules governed
this use, and what perspective guided his choices within the science of rhetoric and its function in Arabic linguistic
scholarship? To answer these questions, the study adopts a functional approach that traces the presence of rhetorical
citations in a specific linguistic and rhetorical text—"Asrar al-Balagha"—while examining their discursive and pragmatic
levels as they relate to al-JurjanT's linguistic thinking, especially in his rhetorical inquiry and more broadly in his intellectual

project. These choices, and the criteria and principles behind them, reflect this relationship.

The study’s findings, from the intellectual perspective linked to al-Jurjani’s scholarly background, show that rhetorical
citation for him is not merely a documentary exercise devoid of theoretical, aesthetic, or cultural vision. Rather, it expresses
a comprehensive understanding of Arabic linguistic scholarship, an aesthetic appreciation of its formative texts, wide-
ranging knowledge, diversity in selection, sound reasoning, and analytical skill. All of this is evident in his significant
contribution to the scientific foundation and systematization of Arabic rhetoric, and in creating pathways and connections
between it and other disciplines—Iinguistic, religious, and intellectual—within a high aesthetic vision that appeals to

readers and scholars alike.

From the practical and methodological perspective of Arabic rhetorical studies, the study highlights the importance and
function of rhetorical citation, as well as the rules and conditions that govern its use and selection. This is illustrated by the
scholarly model represented by ‘Abd al-Qabhir al-Jurjani in his important work, "Asrar al-Balagha". Overall, the study aims
to bring greater clarity and understanding to the ambiguities and issues that often arise in the field of studying linguistic

citations in general, and rhetorical citations in particular.

Key words: rhetorical citation, ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Asrar al-Balagha, functional approach, Arabic

rhetoric.
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