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Abstract:

The current research aims to identify some features of reproductive
behavior in Egyptian society during the period from y.y¢-y.yy. To
achieve this goal, the research relied on data from the Egyptian
Demographic and Health Survey EDHS. The data 1s accurate and
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reliable, and covers many indicators related to reproductive behavior,

including birth rates, age at first marriage, number of live births and
survivors, birth spacing periods, age at first childbirth, optimal
number of children, and the trend towards family planning. The
research was limited to the data of the Demographic and Health
Survey for the period from v.y¢-¥y. v\, for married women in the age
group yo-¢4q years. Among the most important results it reached are:
a decrease in the total birth rate from (v,¢) births per woman in y. ¢
to (¥,Ae) births per woman in v. vy, the spread of the phenomenon of
early marriage in rural areas to a greater degree than in urban areas,
with the median age at first marriage remaining stable (v .,A) during
this period, the majority of births occur at least two years after
previous births, the average optimal family size reached (v,4) children,
which is slightly less than its counterpart in y.\¢ (v,.) children, and
the current level of use of family planning methods is high (11,¢7)
among married women, by about (A7) compared to the level in y. ¢
(eAe7). It 1s expected that all these indicators will contribute to
drawing up policies related to reproduction and population health
programs in Egypt, and designing new policies to improve women’s

reproductive health.
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