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Abstract:

This research examines the Somali crisis within the framework
of Egyptian—Saudi relations (1960-1980) by analyzing
Somalia’s strategic significance in the Horn of Africa during
this period. Particular attention is given to its pivotal location
overlooking the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, a critical artery in
regional and global security calculations during the Cold War.
The study traces the evolution of Egyptian—Saudi relations in
light of Somali developments, highlighting both convergences
and divergences in their policies toward Somalia, especially
during key junctures such as Somalia’s accession to the Arab
League in 1974 and the Ogaden War against Ethiopia (1977—
1978). Employing a multidisciplinary approach that integrates
historical-analytical, comparative, and documentary methods,
the research explores the intricate interplay of political,
security, regional, and international factors that shaped the
positions of Cairo and Riyadh, with the ultimate aim of
drawing lessons to strengthen Arab coordination mechanisms
in the Horn of Africa.

Keywords :
Somalia, Egyptian—Saudi relations, Horn of Africa, Ogaden

War, Cold War, Arab national security, Bab el-Mandeb.
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