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Ambiguities of Kings in the Speech of the King of Kings:
An Exegetical Study.

Ahmed Muhammadi Ibrahim Al-Amrousi.
Department of Tafsir and Quranic Sciences, Faculty of Usul al-Din and
Da’wah, Tanta, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: ahmedmohamadyelamrosy.27@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This research aims to study the science of ambiguities (mubhamat) in the
Quran through an applied analysis of verses discussing the kings of the
world, highlighting the status of this science, its most prominent works,
methods of accessing it, the ruling on researching it, and its impact on
Quranic exegesis. The study also examines the Quran’s discourse on
kings, the purpose of their mention, and the derivation of wisdom behind
the ambiguity of some of their names. It attempts to identify these names
by consulting works of tafsir, Quranic sciences, Hadith, historical
accounts, and the context of the verses and their related events. The
research employs inductive, descriptive, and deductive methodologies.
The study concludes with several findings, including: understanding
ambiguous references in the Quran sometimes requires a combination of
transmitted knowledge and commendable reasoning. The most reliable
methods for clarifying ambiguities are the Quran itself, the Sunnah, the
reports of the Companions and Followers, consideration of the causes of
revelation, accounts from converted People of the Book, scholarly
consensus, the majority view of tafsir scholars and historians, and
specialized works on Quranic ambiguities. The words mulk (sovereignty)
and malik (king) appear in numerous verses, mostly affirming
sovereignty exclusively to Allah or attributing it to some of His creations,
such as the heavens and the earth. Other verses ascribe sovereignty to
certain humans. The Quran mentions a total of thirteen kings, explicitly
naming five and leaving eight unnamed. Prominent reasons and wisdoms
behind the ambiguity of unnamed kings include: generalizing the
message, magnifying or demeaning, maintaining contextual
appropriateness, encouraging emulation through incentive or deterrence,
and presenting examples for reflection and admonition, while engaging
thought and contemplation.
The research calls for greater attention to applied aspects, such as
dedicating specialized studies to each category of ambiguity in the Quran
to uncover additional reasons, wisdoms, and guidance.
Keywords: Ambiguity, Kings, Wisdoms, Reasons, Narratives,
Derivation.
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